
Winter 2021 • Issue 63

Maritime Messenger

Community Champion

SMIRA Update

Award Winners

Introducing New Team Member

Community Projects

Gavin Jones Landscaping Team

GREat Talks at Medway are back

Café Bueno & Watersports Centre

Live StudyWork Play



Who’s Who at The Trust

In brief
Julian Perry  
Chief Executive

In his role as Residential Services Officer Grant deals with covenant 
and consents, re-mortgages and is the main point of contact for 
St. Mary’s Island residents.
01634 793943 / 07867 507187 | grantleathwhite@cmtrust.co.uk

Grant Leathwhite

Dean is the Contracts, Procurement & Facilities Manager, 
responsible for all aspects of contract procurement  
and management.
01634 793942 | deanmarsh@cmtrust.co.uk

Dean Marsh

Moshin is the Finance Manager & Company Secretary 
responsible for managing the Trust’s finance function and 
related professional services such as banking and audit.
01634 793944 | moshinbaluch@cmtrust.co.uk 

Moshin Baluch

Elona is the Trust Administrator/PA to Chief Executive 
focusing on supporting the CEO and Trustees.
01634 793945 | elonawalker@cmtrust.co.uk

Elona Walker

Lynsey is a member of the AAT. She is 
responsible for collecting rentcharge 
payments, credit control and payroll.
01634 793946 
lynseykember@cmtrust.co.uk

Lynsey Kember

Is a Community Centre 
Administrator. Nicole works closely 
with Vanessa assisting in all 
aspects of hiring the facility.
01634 890072 
nicolebarrett@cmtrust.co.uk

Nicole Barrett
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Is the Community Centre Team Leader.  
Vanessa oversees hiring of the facility 
along with day-to-day operations  
with Nicole. 
01634 890072 
vanessajarmak@cmtrust.co.uk

Vanessa Jarmak

IN BRIEF

Behaving ethically

Acting with integrity

Always providing a high standard of service

Treating others with respect

At Chatham Maritime Trust  
we pride ourselves in:

Nobody envisaged that 2021 would see the continuation of 
working from home as the Covid pandemic continued to wreak 
havoc and impact on all our lives. The past 20 months have 
been tough but it has taught us to be resilient and to have a 
greater appreciation for the world around us. It has been 
uplifting to see how the immediate community has rallied 
round to support each other in these challenging times. I am 
proud of my team and our contractors as they adapted without 
affecting business operations; it was very much business as 
usual. Technology allowed us to keep in regular contact until 
most team members returned to the office in July following the 
lifting of all Covid restrictions but still adhering to precautions 
to ensure the safety of our team. We are now emerging from 
the shadow of the virus, all having to readjust to a post-
pandemic life and the hope of a brighter future. 

In November 2020 SMIRA Directors Yvonne Bishop and Mandy 
Samrai stood down as CMT Board members and we thank 
Yvonne and Mandy for their contribution to the Trust during 
their (almost) 2 years of service.  Their positions were filled by 
Chris Reynolds and Mona Koshkouei and we welcomed these 
2 new Board members to the CMT Board earlier this year.  
Both have now settled into the role and we have already had 
some lively discussions!

At the end of June, we bid farewell to Peter Hall who had been 
the Trust’s Accountant and Company Secretary for just over six 
years. His retirement started with watching many hours of the 
Olympics and he learnt a lot about minority sports. He now 
knows that a twisting headshot in Taekwondo is worth 5 
points, and a C1 canoe is where you kneel and use a single 
bladed paddle, while a K1 kayak is where you sit in it and use 
a paddle with blades at both ends! His grandson had his first 
birthday in August so he will no doubt be spending more time 
with him. We wish him all the best for a healthy and happy 
new chapter of his life. We were very fortunate in securing 
Mohsin Baluch who is Peter’s replacement and over recent 
months Mohsin has had his head down learning systems and 
procedures. 

Some insight into what some of the team have been up to 
outside of work; showing their competitive side: 

At the end of July our Watersports Manager, Matt Small, 
participated in The Swale Match - a festival of traditional 
sailing craft including Thames sailing barges, smacks and 
bawleys as well as Dutch barges, Baltic traders and more. 

Julian is the Chief Executive of the Trust responsible for the Trust’s role 
at Chatham Maritime and its funding.
01634 891888 | ceo@cmtrust.co.uk

Julian Perry

Carl is the Estate Officer providing a high visual presence 
across the estate. 
07787 292088 | carldavies@cmtrust.co.uk

Carl Davies

Continued on page 3

Matt is Chief of Watersports for the Watersports 
Centre at Basin 2. 
01634 891960 or 07538 964335

Matt Small
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The variety of vessels provided a spectacle for 
those on the water as well as onlookers. Matt 
enjoyed a great day of racing and only went 
and won on the water and on handicap. 

Our Accounts Assistant, Lynsey Kember, took 
part in the London Landmarks Half Marathon 
on Sunday 1st August with c. 12,500 runners 
in a 13.1-mile race through Westminster and 
the City. Lynsey ran well and achieved a 
personal best by 9 minutes and the event 
raised more than £4m which was a great 
achievement after such a challenging year for 
the charity sector. 

Our Chairman, Anthony Sutton, took part in the 
London Marathon held on Sunday 3rd October 
and ran to raise funds for MS Society. His pace 

Continued from page 2

was hampered at 20 miles by quad cramps but he 
finished in 4 hr 6 minutes. A great effort and 
raised much needed funds for Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. 

In September Dean Marsh, our Contracts, 
Procurement & Facilities Manager, climbed the 
iconic roof of the O2 and experienced a different 
view of the city; it was a shame that it was wet 
and windy that day but he enjoyed it nonetheless. 

In July Café Bueno moved to a permanent location 
in the unit at the end of the Watersports Centre 
where they continue to expand their customer 
base with great coffee and tasty treats. 

In August we introduced adult gym equipment in 
the Shark Park to encourage exercise and a 

healthy lifestyle and this is being used regularly 
by residents. 

In September solar panels were installed in the 
Estate Office thus reducing our environmental 
impact and are working really well. 

Looking ahead to 2022, we hope to bring back 
the Trust’s biggest annual event – the Food & 
Drink Festival from 2nd to 5th June which will 
also be a celebration of the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. As Covid-19 forced cancellation of the 
event for the last two years, we aim to deliver a 
bigger and even better event next year. It is also 
a great fundraising opportunity for other 
charities. 

Live
Gina is a bundle of enthusiasm and positivity and 
keen to improve the lives of others where she can. 
In July Gina was invited to Chatham Salvation 
Army for a gathering of volunteers and was 
presented with a certificate acknowledging the 
donations from the SMI community and to say 
thank you for the Bags of Hope.

Gina Carpenter, Rotarian, St. Mary’s Island resident and community champion 
deserves a mention for her fundraising efforts and enthusiasm to help others. 

Here are just some of the initiatives that she has been involved in:

Organising children’s 
competitions

Raising funds for 
Parkinson’s UK

Collected and delivered 
Pamper Bags and 
Bags of Hope to 
various recipients 
including Medway 
Maritime Hospital

Fundraising for Bowel 
Cancer UK through the 
sale of the SMI Calendar 
with assistance from 
Viv Hall and Martine 
Pay (she couldn’t do it 
without them)

Crisp Packet Project 
where crisp packets 
are used to make 
survival items for the 
homeless and less 
fortunate communities, 
i.e. blankets, 
sleeping bags

School Uniform Project 
with Gillingham Street 
Angels has been set up 
with help from Gina and 
Kylie Davis (Kylie does 
her own fundraising by 
collecting ink cartridges 
to raise money for 
the British Heart 
Foundation) 

Making light bottles and 
stamp art. All profit was 
given to charity – 
approx. £1.4K to-date
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Live

Despite the pandemic it has been a busy 
9 months since the new SMIRA Board took 
office and we continue to work hard to 
represent the voices of our residents. 

SMIRA is planning for the first face to face Residents’ Meeting on 10 December 
2021 at the Community Centre to coincide with the AGM. This will be an important 
meeting for residents as we bring your views on the changes to the Articles of 
Association to fruition. 

The SMIRA Board published the work we have undertaken on behalf of the residents 
in July both on the SMIRA website and the two notice boards on the Island. We are 
particularly interested in hearing residents’ views on what our top priorities should 
be moving into 2022. Please get in touch via email to have your say – admin@smira.
info. As always, we will continue to pursue answers to your questions and concerns 
with the key stakeholders; Medway Council, Maritime Health Partnership, Chatham 
Maritime Trust and PCSO Angela Saunders.

The Board has worked closely with PCSO Angela Saunders this year to resolve 
residents’ concerns raised and are coordinating with the PCSO to enable her attendance 
at the Residents’ Meetings. Our joint work has also focussed on the Island 
Neighbourhood Watch and regular updates via a monthly newsletter on Facebook. 

We would encourage anyone who would like to help us to make a difference on 
our Island to apply to be a part of the Board, volunteer your time/skills, 
or become a sector rep. Please get in touch via email at 
admin@smira.info. Our ability to ensure your voice is 
heard is reliant on volunteers from our 
community to ensure a sustainable future 
for SMIRA. 

St Mary’s Island 
Residents’ Association



Update on
Chatham 
Docks

Residents’ may remember representatives of Peel Ports were 
invited as guest speakers at the SMIRA Residents’ meeting 
on 27 November 2020. 

A presentation was made to residents which provided an overview of the ports operations and the value it 
provides such as highly skilled jobs and services to businesses, as well as explaining the work it has 
undertaken in respect of corporate social responsibility and stakeholder engagement. The port of 
Chatham forms one of the core terminals of Peel Ports’ London Medway cluster, is a strategically placed 
versatile dock, but also a forward-looking business offering a range of opportunities. 

The residents were also informed of a proposal from Peel L&P to Medway Council for a new 
development that will set a framework for the area’s growth up to 2037 which may see the closure of 
Chatham Docks to build housing, retail, and leisure facilities.

The SMIRA Board met with Kelly Tolhurst MP recently to discuss the potential impact of the 
proposed plans on the Island and its residents, and initial concerns. Initial observations were:

• The environmental impact with the 
increase of CO2 emissions from 
additional traffic (3,600 additional high-
rise flats are planned under the current 
proposal).

• Access issues for the build and 
significant disruption to the Island.

• Lack of infrastructure to support 
additional people living in the Medway 
area (hospitals, doctors, dentists, 
schools, parking).

• Security and increase of crime.

Medway Council have been provided with several fact-based arguments to 
support the ports continual viability, and businesses inside and outside of the 
docks are providing strong support for the docks remaining open.

SMIRA will continue to keep residents informed on this issue and have 
invited Kelly Tolhurst to the 10 December AGM meeting to 
contribute to this discussion.

• Additional footfall and use of the Island 
and additional maintenance which will be 
needed (funded by the residents through 
the rent charge). The proposed plan does 
not provide enough green spaces to 
service the new development. 

• The loss of a strategically important port 
for the Maritime sector and asset for the 
future with the impact of BREXIT.

• Loss of employment for highly skilled 
people, and loss of future opportunities for 
the younger generation to enter this sector.
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Steve Craddock, St. Mary’s Island resident and 
a former Sergeant in the Royal Engineers, was 
awarded an MBE in this year’s Queen’s Birthday 
Honours for service to fundraising. 

Steve has been fundraising for Help for Heroes since it was established in 2007. The 
charity provides lifelong recovery support to service personnel who have been wounded 
or injured in the line of duty. His enthusiasm and commitment have been relentless and 
in 2020 he reached the amazing figure of having raised £500,000 for the charity; this 
makes him their most successful individual fundraiser ever. That is some achievement. 

Steve did his own military service which involved several tours of Northern Ireland in 
the height of the troubles and suffered PTSD. He is so motivated to help others and has 
organised so many fundraising events from quiz nights, curry nights and so many cycle 
rides all over the world to raise much needed funds whilst also feeding his passion 
for cycling. 

With the Covid-19 pandemic impacting on events the last nineteen months have 
been difficult but Steve has continued to get out on his bike. 

This summer Steve and his team of wounded veterans returned from a 320-mile 
cycle around the Scottish Borders. Next May he will cycle 350 miles through Sri 
Lanka, June will be Help for Heroes Big Battlefield Bike Ride, and then August 
next year he will be taking on his biggest challenge, cycling 3000 miles across 
Australia from Perth to Sydney in 30 days. He will be joining 10 Australian military 
veterans as they try to cross a continent. With so many rides planned Steve has a 
lot of training to do! 

Steve is an inspiring individual who wants to make a difference and he certainly 
does that! Congratulations Steve on your MBE and in all your future endeavours. 

Live

Another acknowledgement in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours went to the former Chief 
Executive of the Historic Dockyard Trust, 
Bill  Ferris, who was given a CBE for 
services to heritage. In 2011 he was 
appointed Order of the British Empire 
(OBE) for services to heritage and made a 
Deputy Lieutenant of Kent in 2016. Bill 
pioneered the Dockyard’s strategy 
‘preservation through reuse’ and great 
strides were made under his leadership. 
Just several of Bill’s recent achievements 
were the refurbishment and conversion of 
the Fitted Rigging House, Command of the 
Oceans Project and No. 1 Smithery. Bill 
retired in in 2020. Great to see such 
commitment recognised. 



Mohsin’s area of expertise is in finance, accounting, auditing and compliance. He has worked 
in the peacebuilding and development sector since 1998 most notably as Head of Finance / 
Chief Finance Officer at International Alert (2006 to 2020). Mohsin previously worked in 
auditing, accountancy, and the oil and gas sectors. He studied Commerce at the University of 
Karachi, followed by a traineeship in auditing and then an MBA from the University of 
Strathclyde and is a member of Association of Certified Chartered Accountants.

Mohsin comments:

“It has been almost six months since I took on the role of FM which has been a steep learning 
curve transitioning from financial management in the international development sector to a 
charitable Trust. From day one my colleagues were welcoming, made me feel at home and 
have been guiding me through systems and policies; there is a lot to learn. I would like to 
say particular thanks to Lynsey and Peter (outgoing FM) who have been key in helping 
me understand the new systems and processes. The Board of Trustees has also 
been very supportive, encouraging and respectful, which is a big plus and 
much appreciated. 

The culture in the Trust’s small team is positive and collaborative, all 
willing to offer guidance and support to not only me but each other. 
With this approach I hope to get to grips with everything as I 
settle into the organisation’s regime and look forward to a 
successful career with the Trust for years to come.”

In his spare time Mohsin follows a variety of sports 
such as cricket, football, badminton and 
athletics, while enjoying gardening and 
learning landscape painting. Mohsin lives 
in Croydon with his wife and has two 
adult daughters.

In September the solar panel project was completed on the new Estate Office; this is 
working well and over 2kw a day of unused energy going back to the grid. The Huawei unit 
used to control the solar power is the first of its kind to be used in the commercial sector 
in the UK. The solar panels contributes to the reduction of CO2 emissions thus reducing 
our carbon footprint. 

We also intend to install a charging point for the Estate vehicle so that we will be able to 
charge it overnight from the solar panel batteries. Solar panels for the Watersports Centre 
will be a future project. All great for our green credentials!

Estate Office

Introducing

Mohsin
Baluch

Mohsin was appointed in June 2021 as Finance 
Manager and Company Secretary, taking over 
from Peter Hall who retired. 
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Through the provision of its 
Community Fund, Chatham 
Maritime Trust continues  
to support community  
projects in the  
Medway Towns.

The Octopus Foundation 
Works with vulnerable and marginalised people from 
deprived areas of Medway. One of their initiatives 
was working with a group of older men who had a 
number of issues – mental health, autism, dementia 
and cancer diagnosis. A carpentry workshop enabled 
the group to make tangible items to sell to the Medway 
community building their self-esteem, confidence whilst 
tackling their social isolation issues. The organisation sold its 
items from the carpentry workshop through community events but 
Covid-19 has put a stop to all those opportunities resulting in a loss of 
income. A website would enable them to sell their products, advertise 
courses and tell people about the amazing work they do. Their new 
website is now established and is work in progress. 

SMI 1st Rainbow & Brownie Unit 
Were unable to meet in their indoor meeting venue due to Covid-19 
and requested support for the provision of a marquee for outside use. 
This would enable the group to do outside activities and help 
members earn their badges. CMT provided funding towards the 
purchase of a marquee and this has had regular use for 
a variety of activities. 

Snapdragons Children’s Centre 
The centre in Strood provides support for 
children with a range of disabilities. Funding 
was given for sensory equipment and a 
walkway enhancing the lives of the children 
and families that use the centre. An official 
opening of the equipment was held in 
October which was attended by David Taylor, 
Trustee, representing Chatham Maritime Trust. 

The Family Trust 
Requested funding towards their Values for Life Programme in Medway 
Schools. As a consequence of school closures and disruption in 
educational programmes the organisation has ring-fenced the money and 
the CAP Kids Money courses programme has been extended to July 2022. 

Sun Pier House CIC 
Is a centre for creativity in Medway and in 2015 was recognised for its 
community engagement and won Best Visitor Attraction at the Medway 
Design, Culture and Tourism Awards. Funding was provided for blinds 
allowing their film screening programme to extend to other members of the 
community – families, those with autism, mother and baby groups etc. 

All recipients of grant monies must 
meet the Trust’s charitable 
objectives which are primarily for 
the education and assistance of the 
young and other members of the 
Medway Towns to develop their 
physical, mental and spiritual 
capacities. All applications must 
clearly demonstrate the outcomes  
to be delivered. 

Here is a selection of organisations that received 
our support over the last twelve or so months.

In 2020 our Trustees requested  
that the Trust revisits some of the organisations that had  

benefitted from funding in the past, many were struggling due to the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. As a consequence, a number of 

organisations were given further funding for projects that had stalled. 

Work
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Tiller & Wheel 
A family business providing sailing experiences on Thames Sailing 

Barges; their mission to make sailing an option for all and offered a 
range of free sailing experiences for the first time in an attempt to 

reach out to a wider audience. 

Funding was given for the purchase of a polytunnel (durability 
10 years+) to allow maintenance to be carried out on the 
vessels over the winter months. This will provide long-term 
benefits, extending the sailing life allowing generations of 
Medway residents to enjoy her. It will also extend the sailing 
season by over a month every year, enabling an additional 
twelve trips from Chatham Maritime accommodating 100+ 
people. The pandemic has turned their attention to a more 
community focused approach to fulfil their aims of creating a 

sustainable future for the sailing barges for many to enjoy 
now and in the future. 

Nucleus Arts 
Received funding for digital equipment to be used across multi-sites 

to help start-up businesses and groups. The three Nucleus Arts centres 
focus on affordability, accessibility and excellence in arts for all. Their hubs 

are renowned for creativity, enhancing people’s lives with classes, exhibitions, 
workshops etc. Those benefitting from this include Social Art (vulnerable adults), 
Young at Art (over 55s) and TeenArt and Arts Award students (teenagers) where they 
can learn about 3D printing, vinyl printing and using digital art software to create 
their own work. As the room is a work in progress, further equipment will be added 
gradually according to need. They intend to invite a local charity to start running 
coding sessions as well as offering drop-in sessions to local 
professionals. 

Walking Workout with a Difference 
A walking group established to tackle social isolation, 
loneliness and to improve physical and mental health. 
Support was given to provide first aid training and the 
acquisition of T-shirts for the group giving them a sense 
of belonging and wearing them with pride to promote a 
healthy lifestyle. 

Medway Sunlight Rotary Club 
Received support for a youth competition launched to encourage 
and challenge young people in an inclusive and fun way. Winners would be 
progressed to national competition level and submissions to be featured in a 
calendar for Xmas 2021. 

Cabs for Jabs 
An initiative set-up in partnership with Rotary Club of Medway to provide free 
rides to the elderly and vulnerable from their homes to vaccination centres. As of 
1st April 2021 Rotary Club of Medway reported that over 700 people had benefitted 
from this service. 

Living River Foundation 
Have been allocated funding to erect signage to explain how the litter boom 

works in Basin 1 and for items associated with boom clearance and litter 
sorting. Chatham Maritime Trust continues to work in partnership with 

Living River Foundation and MDL on the Litter Free Maritime Project 
– the mission being to reduce litter and promote flora and 

fauna mirroring regional and national campaigns to 
reduce, reuse and recycle. 

Support continues to be 
given to St. Mary’s Island 
Youth Club through the 
provision of a Youth Leader 
and community space at 
zero cost. 
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Work

“The pandemic and the lock down periods over the last 
18 months have been challenging for the whole world.

The CMT landscape maintenance team at Gavin Jones 
Ltd have worked through all the tough periods to 
ensure the grounds across the CMT estate were 
consistently maintained. Working through the rule 
changes, working safely being paramount, ensuring all 
team members’ situations were considered and being 
sensible in every task undertaken, adjusting risk 
assessments to the pandemic requirements. We are 
very proud of the team and thank them all for their 
hard work, support, understanding and ‘can do’ 
attitude during a tough period.

Simon Jacob,  
Chief Operating Officer at Gavin 

Jones writes:

The team’s wellbeing was the 
number one priority, working closely with 
CMT management, enabling the entire estate to be 
maintained throughout the 18-month period with adjusted 
resources when required. 

True partnership working over this tough period with CMT 
and Gavin Jones Ltd has really shone through, joint 
custodians of the Estate. 

Like many situations our business has been affected 
especially the hospitality and retail contracts we hold, some 
staff were furloughed for a period. I am pleased to say all 
our furloughed staff have returned in full and many of our 
contracts have returned.

We all look forward to working with CMT over this next 
period, now we are back to a semi-normal working world.”
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Study
GREat Talks 
at Medway 
are back

Talks will be delivered in accordance with Government Covid-19 guidelines considering 
social distancing and the use of face masks. 

These are FREE talks 
delivered by the Faculty 
of Engineering & Science 
at the University of 
Greenwich at Medway. 
Here is a list of the forthcoming 
dates and topics: 

As these talks are popular admission is by 
registration only and places are allocated on a  
first-come, first-served basis. If you wish to secure a 
place call 01634 883495 or email: FES-public-
lectures@gre.ac.uk. These sessions start at 6pm and 
take place in the Ward Room in Pembroke Building on 
the Medway Campus. 

Wednesday 1st December 2021. Planning the response for 
climate emergency events. The talk will look to identify the 
problems and needs to build a more resilient response to 
climate change as well as looking at the successes and present 
strategies in situ today.

Wednesday 12th January 2022. Understanding the 
behaviour of next generation materials. This will focus on 
different numerical implementations for developing an 
understanding of the mechanical behaviour of next generation 
composite materials. It will also look at how we can learn 
from the microstructure of materials to come up with 
information on properties. 

Wednesday 9th February 2022. Food that does good and 
doesn’t cost the earth. This will discuss whether plant-based 
food could be the key to reducing the environmental 
footprint of our current food system. Also, how the University 
of Greenwich aims to deliver science on how to sustainably 
make nutritious foods by understanding food innovation changes. 

Wednesday 2nd March 2022. How head injuries may lead to 
Alzheimer’s disease. This talk will discuss brain function and 
why head injuries could lead to dementia. The lecturer will 
also discuss research which may help understand the 
mechanisms behind Alzheimer’s Disease which could lead to 
the discovery of novel diagnostic and therapeutic strategies.



In July this year Cafe 
Bueno opened by Chatham 
Maritime Watersports 
Centre. The cafe is in a 
beautiful location right 
by the water looking over 
at St. Mary’s Island and 
across at the many boats 
and yachts in Chatham 
Marina. 

The Cafe is open 7 days a week from 7am - 
4.30pm. It offers a range of delicious coffees, 
food such as customised sandwiches, hearty 
pies, quiches, bacon baps, and their hugely 
popular milkshakes, to name but a few items on 
their menu. In addition, they have a large cake 
stand with an array of tasty treats. As winter 
approaches, they will be adding soups, jacket 
potatoes and much more to their menu. 

Play

They also have vegan options such as a 
range of alternative milks and vegan 
food options as well.

There is plenty of outdoor seating for 
patrons. They have a great team of 
friendly staff who have built a great 
rapport with customers. Finally, Cafe 
Bueno’s location is a hugely popular dog 
walking area. The Cafe is super dog 
friendly and all dogs get doggy treats on 
each visit and water is also available for 
dogs as well. 
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Many of those who participated in the 
activities were from disadvantaged 
backgrounds or had a Special Educational 
Need or Disability. St. Mary’s Island School 
was one of many schools to visit, bringing 
sixty Year 6 pupils for a paddle sports 
experience spread over three mornings as an 
end of year treat. 

Workshops and courses were held and the 
self-led pay and play sessions proved 
popular. In August the Watersports Centre 
hosted a Dragon Boat event for a local utility 
company which, despite terrible weather, 
proved a great success and they have 
provisionally booked to do the same next 
year. 

The self-launch initiative has also been 
popular and was even enjoyed by a group of 
officers from Brompton Barracks, adding 
paddle boarding to their fitness regime. 

As an additional part of the centre’s 
environmental policy we have continued to 
follow and promote the Check, Clean, Dry 
Scheme to ensure biosecurity by minimizing 

Our inclusive community Watersports Centre, under the excellent leadership 
of Matt Small, has faired well in challenging circumstances for most part of 
the year and has hosted a number of diverse user groups, clubs and schools.
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the risk of spreading non-native invasive 
species to or from the basin, protecting our 
flourishing and diverse marine ecosystem 
and maintaining the excellent water quality.

As well as a variety of on the water activities 
the Watersports Centre has The Crew Room 
– an excellent classroom facility ideal for 

workshops, courses, tutorials or breakout 
space and it comes with a waterfront view 
and catering available. 

The addition of showers, means that some 
activities will continue into the winter this 
year and for as long as the water 
temperature allows. 

We hope to capitalize 
on what has been 
achieved this year by 
Matt and his team to 
make 2022 an even 
bigger success.

Play
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Maritime Messenger is published by: Chatham Maritime Trust
 01634 891888,  01634 890808,  info@cmtrust.co.uk

Chatham Maritime Trust 01634 891888 
  @CMTrust 
 Chatham-Maritime-Trust-240934882728615
Security 01634 890292

Community Centre 01634 890072

Watersports Centre   07538 964335    
 wac@cmtrust.co.uk

Doctor’s Surgery 01634 890712

Pharmacy 01634 891207

St. Mary’s Island School:  01634 891050 

 www.st-marys-island-cofe-primary-school.co.uk
Dockside Day Nursery & Pre-School 01634 258235

Fen Pest Control 01580 754839

Odeon Filmline 0871 2244607

St Mary’s Island Church  

 www.stmarysislandchurch.com 
SMI Residents Association (SMIRA)  
 admin@smira.info | www.smira.info 
  St. Mary’s Island Residents Association Official Group
CML After-sales  01732 747010

CML Customer Care team 
 customerservice.cs1.countryside@cpplc.com 

Out of hours emergency 0845 245 8260 /  0845 140 0339

Chatham Historic Dockyard 01634 823800

River Ward Councillors 
Cllr Habib Tejan 07985 169598 / 01634 891046 
 habibtejan@live.co.uk 
 @HabibTejan

Cllr Piers Thompson 07869 565285 
 piersthompson@hotmail.com 

Kent Police Emergency 999

Non-emergency 101

Crimestoppers 0800 555111 
Anti-Terrorist Number  0800 789321

PCSO 56208 Angela Saunders  
 56208@kent.pnn.police.uk

Medway Council 01634 306000

Medway Council Specialist Teams: 
• Waste & Contract Monitoring (waste@medway.gov.uk) 
• Engagement (eet@medway.gov.uk) 
• Enforcement (environmental.enforcement@medway.gov.uk) 
• Animal Wardens (animal.wardens@medway.gov.uk)

MC Emergency (out of hours service) 01634 304400

Environment Agency Hotline 0800 807 060
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Useful Contact Numbers 

 www.cmtrust.co.uk
Chatham Maritime Trust
Maritime Wharf, St. Mary’s Island
Chatham ME4 3ES

Regular news updates are  
posted on the ‘News’ section of the  
Trust’s website and the ‘What’s On’ section 
details events in the area and beyond. 

If you wish to be kept informed of what  
is going on across the estate (maintenance, 
events, lectures, roadworks etc.) and in the 
vicinity then sign up to the weekly 
e-publication the ‘Friday Flyer’ via the 
website or send your details to  
info@cmtrust.co.uk

Artwork by Jane Graham


