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Who’s Who at The Trust

In brief
Julian Perry  
Chief Executive

In his role as Residential Services Officer Grant deals with covenant 
and consents, re-mortgages and is the main point of contact for 
St. Mary’s Island residents.
01634 793943 / 07867 507187 | grantleathwhite@cmtrust.co.uk

Grant Leathwhite

Dean is the Contracts, Procurement & Facilities Manager, 
responsible for all aspects of contract procurement  
and management.
01634 793942 | deanmarsh@cmtrust.co.uk

Dean Marsh

Peter is the Finance Manager & Company Secretary 
responsible for managing the Trust’s finance function and 
related professional services such as banking and audit.
01634 793944 | peterhall@cmtrust.co.uk 

Peter Hall

Elona is the Trust Administrator/PA to Chief Executive 
focusing on supporting the CEO and Trustees.
01634 793945 | elonawalker@cmtrust.co.uk

Elona Walker

Lynsey is a member of the AAT. She is 
responsible for collecting rentcharge 
payments, credit control and payroll.
01634 793946 
lynseykember@cmtrust.co.uk

Lynsey Kember

Is a Community Centre 
Administrator. Nicole works closely 
with Vanessa assisting in all 
aspects of hiring the facility.
01634 890072 
nicolebarrett@cmtrust.co.uk

Nicole Barrett
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Is the Community Centre Team Leader.  
Vanessa oversees hiring of the facility 
along with day-to-day operations  
with Nicole. 
01634 890072 
vanessajarmak@cmtrust.co.uk

Vanessa Jarmak

IN BRIEF

Behaving ethically

Acting with integrity

Always providing a high standard of service

Treating others with respect

At Chatham Maritime Trust  
we pride ourselves in:

2020 has been a challenging year for all of us with the 
coronavirus pandemic; our lives have changed dramatically as 
we are all adapting to a ‘new normal’. 

When lockdown was announced in March the team at CMT 
started working from home and zoom meetings and sessions 
enabled us to conduct business as usual and keep in touch 
with Directors and colleagues. Overall, this has worked out 
well although we had to furlough the Community Centre staff 
and Watersports Manager as these facilities had to close in 
line with Government guidelines. As lockdown eased and new 
guidelines were issued both centres reopened and it was great 
to welcome back users of both facilities. The pandemic 
brought a resurgence of community spirit with many Islanders 
getting involved in various initiatives to help those who were 
shielding or vulnerable in the community and that was great to 
see. Medway Sunlight Rotary Club, Salvation Army Chatham 
and Boomers all provided support to those in the community 
that needed it. 

The Trust has always benefitted from a small staff base and 
one member of our team, Elona Walker, celebrated 23 years’ 
service as well as a big birthday during lockdown – quite an 
achievement!

In September there was the devastating fire in the apartment 
block in The Causeway and it was heartening to see the 
community come together to help those affected. 

The Trust has seen two great projects on site come to fruition 
this year: the new watersports centre and the new estate 
office. 

In July the watersports building was delivered to site; skilled 
driving and a lot of manpower needed to get it into position. It 
now sits adjacent to Basin 2 and will be up and running as 
soon as practically possible. With improved facilities and the 
addition of a classroom, it will enable us to expand our future 
watersports activities and enable a greater number of 
participants to benefit from this brand new building. 

In the second week of September the new Estate Office was 
handed over to CMT and the move into the new office took 
place on the 18th September. Due to the ongoing coronavirus 
situation and the need to adhere to Government guidelines 
not all team members were able to go back into the office at 
the same time. The team will continue to work at home only 

Julian is the Chief Executive of the Trust responsible for the Trust’s role 
at Chatham Maritime and its funding.
01634 891888 | ceo@cmtrust.co.uk

Julian Perry

Carl is the Estate Officer. Carl will provide a high visual presence 
across the estate. 
07787 292088 | carldavies@cmtrust.co.uk

Carl Davies

Continued on page 3

Matt is Chief of Watersports for the Watersports 
Centre at Basin 2. 
01634 891960 or 07538 964335

Matt Small
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Lynsey Kember

Nicole Barrett

going into the office when necessary to ensure 
safety and compliance. After much deliberation 
we have given the new office the name of 
‘Maritime Wharf’. 

Due to the ongoing situation with the 
coronavirus pandemic, we regrettably had to 
take the decision to cancel this year’s 3-day 
Food & Drink Festival and the Medway Sunlight 
Rotary Dragon Boat Challenge that was due to 
take place in May and then postponed to 
September. Due to the volume of people visiting 
the site and the measures that needed to be 
taken to keep everyone safe it was not a viable 
option to hold the event. We look forward to a 
bigger and better event next year that the whole 
community can look forward to and enjoy 

Continued from page 2

especially as so many events have been 
cancelled up to the end of this year. 

In this edition we have referred to some 
technical terminology that you may not be 
familiar with so you may learn a new word or 
two! 

The Trust is very aware of environmental 
responsibilities and the need to reduce paper 
and save costs on printing and distribution; 
most correspondence is read electronically 
these days. For many years now the Maritime 
Messenger has been available to read online on 
the Trust’s website so we will no longer be 
delivering the publication to Island residents. 

Medway Council has announced its bid to 
become the City of Culture 2025 with a new 
website and branding. Medway has a strong 
cultural heritage and holds many events 
throughout the year celebrating its historic and 
maritime connections; we look forward to 
learning more about this and how the Trust can 
support this initiative. Winning the bid would 
have a significant impact on the area in terms 
of economics and would encourage investment 
and tourism. 

Let’s hope 2021 is a better year for all as there 
is much to look forward to. 

New 
Estate 
Office

Watersports Centre

The new estate office site remains closed to 
visitors until external works are completed.

Chatham Maritime Trust
Maritime Wharf
St. Mary’s Island
Chatham
ME4 3ES

Chatham Maritime Watersports Centre
Maritime Way
Chatham
ME4 4QT Live
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Here are some terms that you may not be familiar with that are used to 
describe infrastructure or items relating to the Chatham Maritime Estate. 

Li
ve

Attenuation Pond: Area designed to slow the 
passage of water from surface run off to the 
ground/drainage system. Located on Sector  
13 of SMI.

Bund: An earthworks barrier designed to control 
flood water. There are two such structures on 
St. Mary’s Island – the East and West Bund. 

Bascule Bridge: The ‘lifting bridge’ at the Lock 
into Basin 1 (the Marina). 

Caisson: A watertight barrier between two Dock 
Basins. Constructed like a huge metal tank with 
a footbridge over the top. This can be removed 
whenever Basin access is required by shipping, 
by pumping air into the tank and lifting this out 
of position.  There is one between Basin 1 and 2 
and Basin2 and 3.  

Deed of Covenant: A document that provides 
evidence of ownership of a property and is 
required when transferring from owner  
to another. 

Deed of Variation: A deed to either vary an 
existing contractual situation or entitlement. 

French Drain: A drainage ditch filled with 
shingle. The purpose of such is to capture  
runoff water (rainfall). 

Interface Land: An area of land between the 
Historic Dockyard and the retail, leisure and 
residential development to the north and the 
Medway Universities Campus to the east. 

Outfall: A large drainage pipe that discharges 
surface runoff water into the River Medway. 

Pontoon: A floating structure that serves as a 
dock or a platform. 

Rentcharge: An annual fee based on the 
number of bedrooms in a property and is linked 
to Retail Price Index (RPI). 

Revetment: The stone lining to the riverbank 
along the Riverside Walk. 

SMI Covenants: Legal conditions of residency 
on SMI that all homeowners and tenants sign up 
to when moving there. They limit the use, 
appearance and alterations to all SMI properties. 

SMI Estate Regulations: Legal limitations for all 
persons on and visiting SMI. 

South of Basins: A collective name for both 
residential and commercial properties south of 
Basins 1 and 2 (Dock Basins). 

Wayleave: A right of way, usually granted by a 
deed in consideration of a rent or other charge 
being applied. 

A lesson in local 
terminology! 

Attenuation Pond

Bund

Bascule Bridge

Deed of Covenant

Deed of Variation

French Drain

Interface Land

Outfall

Pontoon

Rentcharge

Revetment

SMI Covenants

SMI Estate Regulations

South of Basins

Wayleave

Caisson
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Also, the Title Deeds to your property states 
that you have to obtain Trust consent for any 
changes, despite being the owner. These 
restrictions were introduced by the owner of 
the land, the developers and the planners and 
the responsibility of implementation passed to 
the Trust when it was established. This 
information should have been highlighted by 
your solicitor when you bought the property. 
Details of the Restrictive Covenants are also 
included in the starter pack of information 
that is sent to residents when they first move 
onto the Island. 

The Trust is concerned with the street scene, 
the overall appearance of the Island and has 
a responsibility to protect that as much 
as possible. 

It should be noted that the Title Deeds for 
properties are not all the same. Restrictions 
vary in accordance with where the property is 
located and the infrastructure around it. The 
Title Deeds do not detail every possible 
change that could be made to a property and 
as such the Trust is keen to work with 
residents to seek a solution that suits both 
parties whilst maintaining the integrity of the 
street scene. 

If residents do not seek the necessary 
consents when making changes, problems 
and delays and additional costs can arise 
when you wish to remortgage or sell the 
property. It is in your best interest to follow 
the guidance and ensure that the correct 
procedure is followed. 

Permitted development rights do not apply to 
the Island so planning permission is often 
required to be sought from Medway Council 
as well as the Trust’s consent. 

We have recently had more than usual 
property sales and mortgages that have been 
held up and even cancelled due to planning 
permission or consent not having been 
obtained. The most recent example was a 
garage that was turned into a dining room 

Always check first with the Trust’s Residential Officer, 
Grant Leathwhite, before making any alterations; it could 
save you a great deal of time and trouble in the long term. 

Deed of Variance

What every resident 
should be aware of…
We would like to remind residents that when you  
purchase a property on the Island you are required 
to sign a Deed of Covenant which requires you 
to seek consent from the Trust (and in some cases  
the local authority) when you wish to make 
alterations to your property.

without planning permission, retrospective 
planning permission was applied for and 
turned down. There are various no build 
zones on the Island, and we are finding an 
increasing number of house sales where 
these areas have been altered without our 
consent or planning permission. Anything 
such as paving, raised planters, ground level 
changes, etc in a no build zones require 
planning. No Build Zones on the Island are 
normally over or next to major infrastructure 
on the Island such as the flood wall, basin 
edge or bunds. This has inevitably held sales 
and remortgages up by at least 8 weeks. If 
you have a fixed mortgage and it comes to 
an end, waiting for 2-3 months until planning 
is obtained can be quite costly on a higher 
interest rate. 

In the last few months, we have had one 
particular property that has had retrospective 
planning permission turned down and the 
owner has  had to apply for a Deed of 
Variance for their property. This can inevitably 
hold up a sale or result in the sale falling 
through altogether. Please make sure that all 
the required planning permission and 
consents are in place for alterations made to 
your property.

Most residents are not aware that should 
you default on the rentcharge, the Trust can 
approach the court to lease your property 
until the rentcharge and any outstanding 
debt collection / legal fees are paid back in 
full. The Trust has to-date never taken up 
this option and has always used other 
means to ensure the rentcharge is paid. 
Nevertheless, the option of leasing the 
property is stated in your Title Deeds and as 
such some Lenders are for the first time 
insisting that a Deed of Variance is put in 
place to ensure that we give the Lender 
notice that we intend to approach the courts 
to take possession and lease out the 
property. The majority of mortgages go 

through without the requirement for a Deed 
of Variance, however, over the last year we 
have had three occurrences where it has 
been required to be put in place. We are only 
mentioning this now as you need to be 
aware that you could possibly be required to 
apply for a Deed of Variance in the future. 
Unfortunately, this process does take time 
and can be expensive as it involves 4 
different parties and their Solicitors. We have 
no idea why certain properties have been 
targeted for this or why a lender requires this 
from one household and not another. It may 
be that these are only isolated cases but it 
may also become a regular condition from 
the lenders or their solicitors and it is only 
right that we inform you of the possibility of 
these Deeds of Variance being required in 
the future. 



A great way of exercising outside, an hours casual 
paddle boarding burns about the same number of 
calories as an hours run but returns a low impact 
full body workout whilst allowing you to switch off 
relax and destress! What’s not to like?

Live

So, what a year it was going to be! The work 
over winter 19-20, was sent up the creek 
without a paddle in March as we all received 
notice to close our doors, stay at home, stop 
the spread, save lives and protect the NHS.

Phone calls were made, groups postponed or 
cancelled, plans of sailing courses, paddle 
sports clubs, onboard sailing clubs, Easter 
Holiday programmes, all cast aside and a 
long period of uncertainty to follow.

Days spent pondering the future, 
watching the daily briefing looking for 
a glimmer of hope pointing to a 
return of some form of 
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normality, just getting back on the water and 
getting a boating fix would be welcome, and 
then that day came if you had your own boat, 
you could go back into the water, a sail was 
possible as long as you were back by the 
evening. A socially distanced paddle on the 
upper Medway, putting in some practice, but 
still no return of the watersports centre.

Then came welcomed news of a phased 
return to organised outdoor sports, guidance 
sought, risk assessments made, operating 
documents written, additional PPE, signage 
and cleaning products purchased, session 

walk throughs additional training and then 
finally we were able to open our doors for the 
2020 season.

Non-boat owners could finally get their 
boating fix, get that outdoor exercise and 
improve their mental health after weeks of 
staying at home.

Thursday 16 July, an early start, boats rigged, 
an almost full register of people waiting for 
their first boating fix since the Autumn, digital 
forms completed, pre-payments made. 12:15 
arrived along with the first wave of Pay & 
Play customers. Socially distanced greetings, 
health questionnaire, activity briefing, hand 
washing, and we were off down the ramp 
into buoyancy aids and introduced to boats 
and SPLASH, boats and boards were in the 
water. Happy smiley faces as the boats 
moved away from the pontoon and out on to 
the basin… Watersports, returned to 
Chatham Maritime Watersports Centre!  
WE WERE BACK!

Watersports 
at Basin 2

The boats are just a tool! 

Watersports are all about:

• building a growth mindset
• character
• independence
• self-confidence
• determination
• teamwork
• and creativity. 



This now seems a lifetime ago and we are 
into the Autumn season as I write, so what 
have we delivered and where are we at 
now? I hear you ask.

So far this year, despite covid-19 restrictions 
and frustrations, we have delivered inclusive 
covid secure watersports – sailing, 
windsurfing, kayaking and paddleboarding. 
We have seen a diverse variety of individuals, 
the young and the not so young, regular 
boaters, those that have tried once or twice 
before and those that have never been on 
the water before and even a few that never 
imagined that they would ever give 
boating a go.

We have offered boat hire through our Pay & 
Play scheme, we have delivered beginners 
lessons, improvers workshops, and nationally 
recognised courses. We have even 
introduced our new self-launch or bring your 
own sessions for paddlers and windsurfers.

We have seen a return of organised groups 
and schools, having delivered paddlesports 
sessions to children from various 
backgrounds, from youth groups run by the 
Young Lives Foundation for foster kids and 
through our collaboration with the local 
charity, Medway Plus, we have been able to 
deliver inclusive watersports experiences to 
pupils of St James School in Grain and Luton 
Juniors in Chatham. We have also seen a 
continuation of our contribution to the SIREE 
Project with a group of teenagers attending 
Mid Kent College visiting for some paddle 
sports sessions.

The morning of the 21 July saw the arrival of 
a crane, 4 lorries and the delivery of our new 
watersports building. The new addition opens 
our offer and the opportunities available to 
users of Chatham Maritime Watersports 
Centre. The addition of showers, allows us to 
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extend our season, for the hardened sailors, 
boarders and paddlers that want to continue 
on the water during the colder months. The 
large classroom will allow us to deliver 
onshore courses, lectures, talks and 
seminars and in addition the classroom will 
be available to hire for use as a meeting 
room or break out space. The café on the 
western end of the building will see Café 
Bueno serve your caffeine fix with a cheeky 
pastry or for the health conscious maybe that 
post exercise recovery drink and protein 
loaded carb killer bar. 

Whilst its been an unusual and challenging 
year thus far it’s also been fun and rewarding 
to enable such a wide and varied audience to 
get involved in watersports this year. If you 
have been along and taken part in one or 
more of our activities, I’d like to thank you for 
supporting us and hope we will see you 
again soon. If, however, you have been left 
high and dry having not taking advantage of 
this great facility that’s right on your doorstep 
don’t despair, there will be plenty of 
opportunities for you to get involved! Pick up 
your phone, tablet or computer, open your 
preferred social media platform, Facebook, 
Twitter or Instagram now search @
ChathamMaritime and give us a follow. 
Alternatively open your web browser and add 
the watersports page on the cmtrust.co.uk 
website to your favourites or send us a 
message or give us a call on 07538 964335.

What’s that? I can hear a few of you making 
excuses from here. 

But I can’t swim! That’s fine, despite the fact 
we live on an island surrounded by water 1 
in 3 adults in England cannot swim the 
length of 25m pool. Don’t worry you wont 
need to go and get swimming lessons, we’ll 
give you a buoyancy aid, so should you fall 
(jump) in the water, you’ll just float around 
with out a worry in the world.

Will there be Jelly fish in that water! There 
sure are, they are moon jelly fish, they don’t 
sting! They are in fact perfectly harmless. It 
is just the little, tiny ones about the size of 
your thumb nail that you have to watch out 
for. They can wrap you up and take you to 
the bottom! 

Still not sold on the idea, then take a look at 
what others have said about us on our 
Facebook page.

Chatham Maritime Watersports Centre has 
been inspected by the Adventure Activities 
Licensing Service and is Licensed by the 
Adventure Activities Licensing Authority to 
deliver watersports (License No. L14857).

We have also been inspected by the Royal 
Yachting Association and have been 
recognised as an RYA training centre for the 
delivery of Sailing and Windsurfing training, 
meaning we conform to the highest 
standards of safety and quality.

Chatham Maritime Watersports Centre is 
also an RYA OnBoard provider, a national 
grassroots scheme designed to get young 
people out and enjoying the water 
encouraging them to Sail and Windsurf. 
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In May this year the UK 
Chancellor, Rishi Sunak, 

visited the Copper Rivet 
Distillery and enjoyed a 

socially distanced distillery 
tour. The Chancellor heard how 

the Russell family had adapted 
their production to produce 

sanitiser to help fight against 
Covid-19. 

Supplying our 
customers with 
high quality 
products is of 
utmost importance 
to us.
George Kennedy,  
Commercial Director

Pi
ct

ur
e 

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f H

 M
 Tr

ea
su

ry
 –

 S
im

on
 W

al
ke

r



Led by its master distiller, Abhi Banik, the 
distillery began producing hand sanitiser 
back in April and has so far filled more than 
250,000 bottles. Its initial supplies were 
produced for use by police services across 
London, Kent and Essex as well as key 
workers in care homes, schools and 
local councils. 

To keep up with demand, Copper Rivet 
formed partnerships with brewers Carlsberg 
and Shepherd Neame to distil their strong 
base beers into hand sanitiser. They have 
continued to produce hand sanitiser for 
the public alongside the range of 
premium spirits.

Stephen Russell, Commercial Director of 
Russell Distillers Limited and co-founder of 
Copper Rivet, said: “As a multidisciplinary 
distillery, the pandemic gave us an 
opportunity to diversify our product range 
quite radically into hand sanitiser and we felt 
that, once the initial panic was over, we’d 
need to concentrate on specialist markets for 

whom quality is critical. Eschmann is a 
leader and quality focused player in their 
market, so this is a perfect match for us. 
The Eschmann hand sanitiser includes 
added oils for skin care – this is crucial for 
professionals (such as dentists) who need 
to use it regularly. Furthermore, the 
Eschmann hand sanitiser is BSEN 1276 
and BSEN 1500 certified and kills 99.9% of 
bacteria and viruses.” 

Eschmann Technologies will sell 60ml, 
500ml and five litre bottles of the hand 
sanitiser. The hand sanitiser produced for the 
company meets World Health Organisation 
(WHO) standards by containing 70% alcohol. 
It also includes coconut oil to protect hands 
from damage that could be caused by 
long-term use of rougher products. As well as 
selling the hand sanitiser to their customers, 
the company is also issuing the hand 

sanitiser to their field service engineers and 
deploying bottles around their office.

George Kennedy, Commercial Director 
comments, “Supplying our customers with 
high quality products is of utmost importance 
to us. Russell Distillers Ltd has a long track 
record of creating leading ethanol based 
products with an emphasis on excellence and 
customer experience and we were delighted 
to find their hand sanitiser production 
capability – their philosophy and standards 
match ours which is why we are so pleased 
with this partnership”

Established in 1830, Eschmann is based in 
Lancing, West Sussex and has been 
manufacturing high quality hospital 
equipment and market-leading infection 
control solutions for over 180 years.

Kent’s Copper Rivet Distillery wins hand 
sanitiser contract from major medical 
equipment manufacturer.

Copper Rivet Distillery was founded in 2016 by Stephen Russell and his 
brother, Matthew, and their father, Bob.

Copper Rivet Distillery, 
the family owned gin, 

vodka and whisky producer 
based at Chatham Maritime, 

has won a contract to produce 
hand sanitiser for medical 

equipment manufacturer, 
Eschmann Technologies Ltd.

9
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During the unprecedented 
situation with Covid-19, 
the Trust was approached 
by Medway Citizens 

Advice Bureau to provide support for their 
‘Hug Your Hospital Appeal’ for support for 
Key Workers at Medway Maritime Hospital. 

Rotary/Snapdragons 
Childrens Centre 
The Trust collaborated with Medway 
Sunlight Rotary Club and Medway Cares to 
install a sensory slide and a walkway for the 
children at Snapdragons Childrens’ Centre in 
Strood. It is a place dedicated to the 
development of children and offers the very 
best care. The overall project will enhance 
the lives of the children and their families 
that use the centre. This work is set to start 
in the autumn.

Anchorians Football Club
Anchorians FC is an award 
winning community club. 
Whatever the ability, young or 
old, they want everyone to have 
the opportunity to play football 

and have fun. The Trust sponsored shirts for 
this season and next for their equal teams, 
this is for people with special needs or 
learning difficulties who play in the Kent 
disability league covering 30 people 
(3 teams of 10). 

Community Support
Through its Community Fund and in line with its 
charitable objectives and community engagement 
mission, Chatham Maritime Trust continues to support 
projects that make a difference in the community.  
Here are just a few that have received our support.

Medway Volunteer Workshop
This is a young 
organisation that 
works with adults 
and volunteers to 

refurbish old tools and sewing machines 
which are collected in Medway and Kent. The 
refurbished tools are then packaged into kits 
to help people in Africa to start sustainable 
enterprises and become self-sufficient. Any 
tools that are not used for this purpose are 
sold independently to raise funds towards the 
running of the workshop. 

Generation of Dockyard employees and their 
families contribute to the workshop bringing 
their skills and the supply of tools. 

Walderslade Baptist Church 
The Trust funded the installation of Astro Turf 
to transform an area outside the church into 
a usable space. The children attending the 
play group now have an area to extend their 
play and education and many other 
community groups will benefit from use of 
the space. The general look of the area is of 
course much improved and is now an inviting 
expanse of lawn. 

Nucleus Arts Centres
Nucleus Arts 
Centres focus on 

affordability, accessibility and excellence in 
the arts for all. Their hubs are renowned for 
places for creativity, enhancing people’s lives 
of all ages in so many ways with classes, 
workshops, exhibitions etc. The funding 
provides digital kit for use by a number of 
different groups in the local community. 

Boomers
During the Covid-19 crisis 
Boomers redirected their 
efforts in helping the 
vulnerable in the St. Mary’s 
Island community by 

distributing food provisions. The Trust made a 
small contribution to their community effort 
targeting the Trust’s beneficiaries. Sadly, 
Boomers has since closed down. 

The workshop provides socialisation and 
companionship to men and women from 
various backgrounds and helps them to 
develop new skills or revisit existing ones. 
All the workshop staff are volunteers. 

This workshop is a great asset to the 
Medway community not only helping those 
with emotional and physical challenges, but 
African communities encouraging people to 
improve their situation and create sustainable 
communities. In addition, it creates a new life 
for items that would otherwise end up in 
landfill so of great environmental benefit. 

The Trust has provided funding for equipment 
enabling the workshop to continue with its 
activities which impacts on so many lives.

Medway Citizen Advice Bureau for Medway Maritime Hospital

The Trust requested that the funding goes 
towards a piece of equipment for one of the 
rest rooms that is used by a large number of 
key workers; ensuring some longevity and 
from which the maximum benefit would 
be derived. 

Live
BEFORE AFTER



Campaign to raise 
money for a Defibrillator
Residents on St Mary’s Island pulled together to raise 
money for a defibrillator after a dad suffered three 
heart attacks and another died at the age of 48.
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DJ Richard Dannaher started a fundraising 
campaign last year after his friend nearly 
passed away and had to be resuscitated 
three times.

He held events at their local pub – the Ship 
and Trades –and then when lockdown put 
an end to going out, he started hosting 
online party nights.

As the money approached the £1,400 
target, another friend heard about the 
appeal and agreed to provide the remaining 
funds of c. £500.

Businessman Mark Taylor, who lives on the 
island and runs a building company, felt 
moved to donate after the father of three of 
one of his employees suddenly died at their 
Chatham home.

Richard, 41, of Little Victory Mount, 
admitted to being shocked when Kemal 
Israrlar, 54, a previously fit dad to two 
children, stopped breathing three times in 
about half-an-hour last July. His partner 
took him to Medway Maritime Hospital 
where doctors saved his life. He was then 
taken to William Harvey Hospital in Ashford 
and a month later to St. Thomas’ Hospital in 
London where he had a heart transplant. 

The defibrillator has been installed in the 
car park near the pub next to a plaque with 
the words: “We danced, we raised a glass, 
we raised funds to install this lifesaving 
device.”

Father-of-three Richard said: “Let’s hope 
we don’t have to use it, but if it saves one 
life that will be amazing.

“It’s important to raise awareness how this 
can happen to anyone and without 
warning.”

Kemal has made a good recovery and has 
returned to work as a self-employed 
carpenter.

Mr Taylor, managing director of Applefields, 
based at Chatham Historic Dockyard, 
decided to make his contribution after the 
father of one of his staff died suddenly from 
the attack about 18 months ago. He said: “It 
was an eye-opener for me because we are 
about the same age.”

Defibrillator by 
Simon Sim from 
the Noun Project

Created by Simon Sim

from the Noun Project

It’s important 
to raise 

awareness how 
this can happen 

to anyone and 
without warning.

Richard Dannaher

Created by Gan Khoon Lay
from the Noun Project

Live

Defibrillator by Gan Khoon Lay from the Noun Project
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Maritime Messenger is published by: Chatham Maritime Trust
 01634 891888,  01634 890808,  info@cmtrust.co.uk

Chatham Maritime Trust 01634 891888 
  @CMTrust 
 Chatham-Maritime-Trust-240934882728615
Security 01634 890292

Community Centre 01634 890072

Doctor’s Surgery 01634 890712

Pharmacy 01634 891207

St. Mary’s Island School:  01634 891050 

 www.st-marys-island-cofe-primary-school.co.uk
Dockside Day Nursery & Pre-School 01634 258235

Fen Pest Control 01580 754839

Odeon Filmline 0871 2244607

St Mary’s Island Church  

 www.stmarysislandchurch.com 
SMI Residents Association (SMIRA)  
 admin@smira.info | www.smira.info 
  St. Mary’s Island Residents Association Official Group
CML After-sales  01732 747010

CML Customer Care team 
 customerservice.cs1.countryside@cpplc.com 

Out of hours emergency 0845 245 8260 /  0845 140 0339

Chatham Historic Dockyard 01634 823800

River Ward Councillors 
Cllr Habib Tejan 07985 169598 / 01634 891046 
 habibtejan@live.co.uk 
 @HabibTejan

Cllr Piers Thompson 07869 565285 
 piersthompson@hotmail.com 

Kent Police Emergency 999

Non-emergency 101

Crimestoppers 0800 555111 
Anti-Terrorist Number  0800 789321

PCSO 56208 Angela Saunders  
 56208@kent.pnn.police.uk

Medway Council 01634 306000

Medway Council Specialist Teams: 
• Waste & Contract Monitoring  (waste@medway.gov.uk) 
• Engagement  (eet@medway.gov.uk) 
• Enforcement  (environmental.enforcement@medway.gov.uk) 
• Animal Wardens  (animal.wardens@medway.gov.uk)

MC Emergency (out of hours service) 01634 304400

Environment Agency Hotline 0800 807 060
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Useful Contact Numbers 

 www.cmtrust.co.uk
Chatham Maritime Trust
Maritime Wharf
St. Mary’s Island
Chatham  ME4 3ES

Regular news updates are  
posted on the ‘News’ section of the  
Trust’s website and the ‘What’s On’ section 
details events in the area and beyond. 

If you wish to be kept informed of what  
is going on across the estate (maintenance, 
events, lectures, roadworks etc.) and in the 
vicinity then sign up to the weekly 
e-publication the ‘Friday Flyer’ via the 
website or send your details to  
info@cmtrust.co.uk

Artwork by Jane Graham


