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Who’s Who in The Observatory

In brief
Johnathan Sadler  
Chief Executive

Jonathan is the Chief Executive of the Trust responsible for the 
Trust’s role at Chatham Maritime and its funding.
01634 891888 
ceo@cmtrust.co.uk

Jonathan Sadler

In his role as Residential Services Officer Grant deals with 
covenant and consents, re-mortgages and is the main point of 
contact for St. Mary’s Island residents.
01634 793943 / 07867 507187 
grantleathwhite@cmtrust.co.uk

Grant Leathwhite

Dean is the Contracts, Procurement & Facilities Manager, 
responsible for all aspects of contract procurement  
and management.
01634 793942 
deanmarsh@cmtrust.co.uk

Dean Marsh

Peter is the Finance Manager & Company Secretary 
responsible for managing the Trust’s finance function and 
related professional services such as banking and audit.
01634 793944 
peterhall@cmtrust.co.uk 

Peter Hall

Elona is the Trust Administrator/PA to Chief Executive 
focusing on supporting the CEO and Trustees.
01634 793945 
elonawalker@cmtrust.co.uk

Elona Walker

Lynsey is a member of the AAT. She is 
responsible for collecting rentcharge 
payments, credit control and payroll.
01634 793946 
lynseykember@cmtrust.co.uk

Lynsey Kember

Is a Community Centre 
Administrator. Nicole works closely 
with Vanessa assisting in all 
aspects of hiring the facility.
01634 890072 
nicolebarrett@cmtrust.co.uk

Nicole Barrett
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Is the Community Centre Team Leader.  
Vanessa oversees hiring of the facility 
along with day-to-day operations  
with Nicole. 
01634 890072 
vanessajarmak@cmtrust.co.uk

Vanessa Jarmak

IN BRIEF

Behaving ethically

Acting with integrity

Always providing a high standard of service

Treating others with respect

At Chatham Maritime Trust  
we pride ourselves in:

Having survived the disruption that the ‘Beast from 
the East’ brought to our region, I would like to 
acknowledge and thank the landscaping team from 
Gavin Jones (formerly Turfsoil) for their efforts and hard 
work in clearing the site and making it safe. The team 
go above and beyond to deliver at relatively short 
notice and this was appreciated by the Trust, occupiers 
and residents of the Chatham Maritime Estate. Thanks 
to all the team. There are now signs of spring and we 
can look forward to brighter and hopefully warmer 
days ahead.

The demolition of Colonial House is well underway and 
has dramatically changed the visual aspect of the area. 
The house builder, Persimmon, is developing the site  
for residential use – a mixed development of up to  
253 apartments and houses. 

The transfer of the landscaping on the Redrow sector 
has just been completed and the Trust will be 
contacting residents about improvement works. 

Machine Shop No. 8.  Medway Council have granted 
permission for the change in elevations to this 
structure which is due to be turned into a leisure 
facility.

Dockside Outlet Centre has submitted an application 
to provide a Creche/Nursery with external play 
enclosure; a decision is awaited from Medway Council. 

Our PCSO Angela Saunders has settled in well and 
most residents will have seen her out and about across 
the estate either on foot or on her bike. Angela 
regularly liaises with the estates team at the Trust 
office and is very pro-active across the estate. The 
youths involved in the recent spate of vandalism/
graffiti have been seen by the Police and are being 
dealt with accordingly. 

Carl is the Estate Officer. Carl will provide a high visual presence 
across the estate. 
07787 292088.  
carldavies@cmtrust.co.uk.

Carl Davies

Continued on page 3
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There are a 
few organisations 
involved in making  
St. Mary’s Island a safe environment. 

PCSO Angela Saunders is fully funded by Chatham 
Maritime Trust and patrols the estate either  
on foot or bicycle on a regular basis when she is on duty. 

Our Estates Officer, Carl Davies, is always out and about across the estate 
Monday to Friday either on foot or in the CMT Estate vehicle. 

Ward Security monitor our CCTV cameras 24/7; we currently have 48 
cameras located across the Chatham Maritime Estate. They also operate a 
24-hour security telephone service. Ward Security conduct at least one 
patrol an evening on all Trust owned property as well as additional checks on 
the play areas at the weekend. They also provide reactive call outs when 
required to do so as well as providing additional manned guards when 
necessary. There are two ANPR cameras located on the estate – one is on 
HMS Chatham Bridge and the other is at Pembroke Arch – the entrance to the 
Universities at the Medway site. 

Over the last three years the Trust has extensively replaced all CCTV cameras 
and matrixes to future proof technology and add 360 degree cameras in key 
locations along with a programme of improvements. New cameras have been 
installed at MHS homes flood wall and HMS Chatham Bridge. The Trust intends to 
add additional cameras within the next 12 months at the end of Dock Square and 
add additional 360 degree cameras to Finsborough Slip, Shark Park etc.

The Council Warden, Chris Harrison, also visits the Island. 

In addition, we have a number of contractors working for the Trust who feedback 
any issues to the estates team as well as residents living on the Island who are very 
proactive in reporting concerns to the Trust office. 

Neighbourhood Watch also operates on the Island. 

With all these measures in place St. Mary’s Island remains a relatively safe place to 
live although it is not immune to criminal activity or antisocial behaviour so we 
encourage residents to be vigilant and report anything suspicious. 

A secure 
place to

In March 2018 SMI 
Youth Club raised 
£213.77 for Sport Relief

New clinical team at Doctor’s 
Surgery; now run by DMC 
Healthcare. For more info  
www.stmarysislandsurgery.co.uk

Pedestrian crossings near School 
& Community Centre, funded by 
Countryside to be installed during 
the school summer holidays

Pontoon in Basin 2 scheduled 
to be replaced in September/
October when the water sports 
season end

Community Centre 
website has a new look 
– www.smicc.co.uk

LiveContinued from page 3

The Trust will shortly be carrying out a survey 
to get residents and occupiers’ views on 
different aspects of the Chatham Maritime 
Estate – details will be posted on our website 
so look out for this. Feedback is important to us 
as it enables the Trust to look at how things may 
be done differently or where improvements 
could be made. 

The Community Centre website has been 
updated and the new version, which includes 
video footage, is now live – www.smicc.co.uk 
– take a look and tell us what you think. We will 
also be looking at making some improvements to 
the lobby area of the facility to give it a more 
welcoming feel. 

This year we look forward to the opening of the 
Extra Care Facility later in the year and the 
completion of the expansion of St. Mary’s Island 
School. 

Preparation for the Trust’s annual event – the 
Chatham Maritime Food & Drink Festival is 
underway and we hope that it will be bigger and 
better than ever. The highlight of the 3-day event 
will of course be the Dragon Boat challenge that is 
held on the Bank Holiday Sunday and organized by 
Medway Sunlight Rotary Club. Don’t forget to check 
out the What’s On section of our website that details 
not only our events but that of others, i.e. History 
Group, SMIRA, Youth Club and others. You can of 
course also keep up-to-date with what’s going on 
across the estate and beyond via our weekly 
e-publication that is produced and sent out by Elona 
on a Friday afternoon. If you wish to receive this you 
can join the mailing list via the website or email info@
cmtrust.co.uk with your name and email details. 
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What has the Trust 
done lately? Work

Future proofed 
CCTV with new 
cameras – 48 
located across 
the Estate. 

Installed air conditioning 
in the Community Centre 
and fenced outside area 
to create a safe and 
usable space. Other 
improvements are 
planned. 

Prudent budgeting, 
excellent financial 
management and 
regular review to 
keep costs down. 

Environmental 
improvements to 
Northern Bullnose 
(lighting) and 
Riverside Walk 
(tarmac replaced 
cobbles). 

Organizes the 
annual Food & 
Drink Festival – a 
major fundraiser 
for local charity. 

Working with 
Arethusa to provide 
a thriving 
watersports hub at 
Basin 2. 

Pay for Youth 
Worker for St. 
Mary’s Island 
Youth Club. 

Support projects in Medway 
through community fund, i.e. 
Morning Star Trust, Medway 
Sea Scout Group, Music Man 
Project (Kent Medway 
Project), Street Soccer 
Foundation and St. Johns C of 
E Infant School to name just a 
few. 

Redrow 
landscaping 
– the transfer 
has just been 
completed.

Organises 
residents’ 
annual 
planting day. 

Introduced a 
measured and 
consistent approach 
to Restrictive 
Covenants.

Work with 
stakeholders to 
improve 
standards across 
the estate.

10K run and 
5K Christmas 
fun run 
annually.

Upgraded CMT 
& CC websites 
at minimal 
cost.

Submitted a planning 
application for a new 
home for Water 
Activities Centre and 
Chatham Maritime 
Trust.

Here are just some of the things: 

One of the planters as is and the cheque being presented 

to Joanna Ford from Early Years Foundation Stage and 

Joanne Collman, Head Teacher along with Dean Marsh 

and Grant Leathwhite from Chatham Maritime Trust. 

Making 

The school was built in 1863 and has served 
the community ever since. It is a happy, 
friendly school where each child is made to 
feel valued and important. 

Many of the children in the school don’t have 
access to outside spaces of their own or if 
they do the area is not safe enough to play in. 
The outside area in the school looked old and 
in urgent need of some attention to ensure 
that the children can access the quality 
learning experiences they deserve in a safe 
and positive environment. Playing and 
connection to the outdoors is really important 
for the development of young minds. 

In November Grant Leathwhite and Dean 
Marsh from the Trust visited the school to 
present the cheque (to be used to purchase 
new equipment for the play area) and to 
assess the amount of work required to 
transform the space. 

The scope of works included: 

• Adding steps to an area to create a gate to 
eliminate a dangerous slope 

• Clad planter and improve wall with screen/
trellis 

• Removed tired old planting and replace 
with colour 

• Add sleepers for planting and repairs to 
hard landscaping 

• Improve side entrance parent pick-up 

a difference…
Through its Community Fund Chatham Maritime 
Trust gave support to St. John’s C of E Infant 
School in Chatham to regenerate the outside 
learning space in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

Chatham Maritime Trust provided support 
throughout the project alongside the Trust’s 
contractors – Gavin Jones (landscaping), 
Malcom Isles (handyman and carpenter), F M 
Conway (hard landscaping), and Fen Pest 
Control (pest control). On 12th February the 
team from Gavin Jones cleared the site 
removing all dead and dangerous planting 
and returned to the school during the 
Easter break with other contractors to start 
and complete the transformation. 

All labour and materials were supplied 
at zero cost to the school as well as the 
time commitment from the Trust’s 
team. The project was completed 
much to the delight of staff and 
children at the school and to 
celebrate the school will be holding 
a tea party in May.

Chatham Maritime Trust’s community fund has 
also recently given support to the following: 

• Medway Sea Scout Group for canoes and 
paddles 

• Medway Sunlight Rotary Club for an outing 
for disadvantaged children in Medway 

• Music Man Project (Kent/Medway) to give 
group identity and raise their profile 

• Medway Youth Awards recognising the 
achievements of young people 

• Street Soccer Foundation for a programme 
for vulnerable young  
people in Medway
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Bob Russell and his sons Matthew and 
Stephen welcomed HRH the Princess Royal 
to the distillery. During the tour she tried her 
hand at using a Copper ‘valinch’ to extract 
barrel samples of maturing Masthouse 
Whisky which is due for release in 2020. HRH 
The Princess Royal also unveiled a special 
plaque to commemorate the official opening. 

Stephen Russell commented “To receive a visit 
from HRH Princess Royal to officially open the 
distillery has been the icing on the cake for us 
and for all our suppliers in Kent. Chatham was 
the first Royal Dockyard in the time of 
Elizabeth 1st, and is now a rising star again in 
the time of Elizabeth 2nd. Copper Rivet 
Distillery is symbolic of that re-birth and, as a 
local family, we are proud of Chatham, and 
proud of Kent.”

In January this year the distilling team were 
hard at work fitting a new section to the still 
named ‘Sandy’ so that they can increase 
capacity to keep up with demand. 

Work

Back in December last year 
HRH The Princess Royal 
officially opened the Copper 
Rivet Distillery housed in the 
historic and beautiful Pump 
House 5 building. 

Alan with Mike Russell

For more information and to  
book a distillery tour to get behind the  
scenes of where it all happens visit their website:  

           www.copperrivetdistillery.com

One of the winning 
entries in the Trust’s 
photographic 
competition held last 
year was Alan Bennett 
who won with his 
photograph of  
St. Mary’s Island basin 
edge properties. Alan won a 
tour and tasting for four 
people at the Copper Rivet 
Distillery which was generously 
donated by the Russell family. 

2017 was a great year for the 
family run owned business,  
let’s hope 2018 is even better!

Copper Rivet 
Distillery receives 
a royal visitor

CMT ESTATE OFFICE - REAR ELEVATION 

CMT ESTATE OFFICE - SIDE ELEVATION 

WATERSPORTS CENTRE - REAR ELEVATION 

WATERSPORTS CENTRE - SIDE ELEVATION 

The Trust has appointed Guy Holloway Architects to design two new buildings, a water 
activities centre situated on the southside of Basin 2 and a new estate office for the Trust 
situated on the east side of Basin 1.

Residents will be reassured to know that none of the costs of 
the proposed new buildings are coming out of their rent 
charge payments. Herewith the design of the proposed new 
buildings and a planning application will be made shortly. 

CMT ESTATE OFFICE – REAR ELEVATION

CMT ESTATE OFFICE – SIDE ELEVATION

WATERSPORTS CENTRE –- REAR ELEVATION

WATERSPORTS CENTRE – SIDE ELEVATION

Proposed
for South of Basinnew buildings
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Study
Rochester Bridge Trust is 
hosting the Year of Engineering 
Film Festival for young people 
and university students, 
with their families, teachers, 
lecturers and youth  

club leaders.

Each film will provide an enjoyable educational 
experience to celebrate some inspiring example 
of science, maths, design and team work  
needed to bring about change through 
engineering principles. www.rochesterbridgetrust.org.uk

Year of Engineering Film Festival 
Films will be shown in July and October and detailed 
in the Trust’s What’s On section of the website and in 
the weekly e-publication the Friday Flyer (for those 
that have signed up to receive it) so watch out  
for these. 

26th June, 6.30pm for 7pm:  The Bridge Clerk at 
Rochester Bridge Trust, Sue Threader, will be talking 
about the Bridge Works Exhibition and the story it tells 
about Rochester’s bridges. This will be held in  
The Nave at Rochester Cathedral; places are free but 
must be booked. To reserve a ticket email:   
sue@maxim-pr.co.uk or call 01892 513033. 

Owners Mark and Sue McGill commented 
“We are really proud to have become 
established at Dockside and have so many 
regular local visitors”

It’s easy to see why, with a total of 
SEVENTY interconnected trampolines 
available for use against a backdrop of 
amazing street art scenery. There are 
separate ‘flip’ areas for older children and 
adults to jump on and off boxes, as well as 
an area for younger children and a 
dedicated under five area too. This makes it 
a great all-inclusive family destination.

Flip Out’s Terrace Cafe has proved really 
popular, with its amazing views over the 
Marina and a stunning sun terrace for the 
summer. 

New for 2018, Flip Out are now licensed for 
special events. So, if you want to hire the 
terrace or the whole park just let us know! 

Flip Out’s Cafe and Terrace are open to the 
public, so if you don’t want to flip, no 
problem, just pop in for a Coffee or a snack 
and enjoy the view from the Terrace.

Bring this article with you and enjoy 
a free cup of tea or coffee on us!
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Play

We believe exercise should be fun. Trampolining 

burns more calories than cycling or running and 

is low impact which is good for strengthening the 

bones. We call it exercise by stealth, as the kids are 

having so much fun they don’t realise they are exercising!

Update on Chatham Martime’s 
own Trampoline Park –

Local people love the feel of the Cafe and the 
views from our sun Terrace, plus our amazing 

Coffee, Cakes and Artisan Pizza of course!

Flip Out are looking forward to serving 
their local St Mary’s Island customers 
for the second year!
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Music will be provided at the 
bandstand with a full-
programme and range of 
music throughout the day; 
local bands will entertain with 
a good mixture of different 
genres for all to enjoy. 

The main focus of the event 
will be the Dragon Boat 
Challenge organized by 
Medway Sunlight Rotary 
Club on Bank Holiday 
Sunday – this is a great 
spectacle and fun for both 
participants and visitors. 

New this year will be more water sports from Arethusa as the 
main water sports provider operating in Basin 2 along with  
5k Fun run on the Monday for KAB (Kent Association for  
the Blind).

This event is organized by Chatham Maritime Trust but 
would not be possible without the support of our sponsors 
– we would like to thank the three main contributors this 
years – Countryside, Dockside Outlet Centre and the 
Universities at Medway along with Red Alert, Gavin Jones 
(formerly Turfsoil), TSP, Persimmon Homes and Bose. 
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The 3-day event takes place 
this year on the 26th, 27th 

and 28th May from 10am to 
6pm alongside Basin 2 at 
Chatham Maritime. There 

will be great entertainment 
and a superb range of locally 

produced good and drink 
– the only other ingredient 

needed is good weather! 

Play



12

Maritime Messenger is published by: Chatham Maritime Trust, The Observatory, Brunel, Dock Road 
Chatham Maritime. Kent ME4 4AF.  01634 891888,  01634 890808,  info@cmtrust.co.uk

Chatham Maritime Trust 01634 891888

  @CMTrust  
  Chatham-Maritime-Trust-240934882728615

Security 01634 890292

Community Centre 01634 890072

Doctor’s Surgery 01634 890712

Pharmacy 01634 891207

St. Mary’s Island School:  01634 891050 
www.st-marys-island-cofe- 
primary-school.co.uk

Fen Pest Control 01580 754839

Odeon Filmline 0871 2244607

John Bloor 01634 893953 
Leader for Island Church 
 johnbloor58@virginmedia.com 

SMI Residents Association (SMIRA)  
 admin@smira.info www.smira.info 
  St. Mary’s Island Residents Association 

Official Group

CML After-sales:  01732 747010

CML Customer Care team: 
 customerservice.cs1.countryside@cpplc.com 
Out of hours emergency 0845 245 8260 
 0845 140 0339

Chatham Historic Dockyard 01634 823800

Carl Davies 07787 292088 
Estate Officer

Grant Leathwhite 07867 507187 
Residential Services Officer

Christopher Harrison 07984 917654 
Community Warden, Medway Council 
 christopher.harrison@medway.gov.uk

River Ward Councillors 
Cllr Habib Tejan 07985 169598/01634 891046 
 habibtejan@live.co.uk @HabibTejan

Cllr Andrew Mackness 07970 734105 
 andrewmackness@live.co.uk 
@andrewmackness.

Kent Police Emergency 999

Non-emergency 101

Crimestoppers 0800 555111 
Anti-Terrorist Number  0800 789321

PCSO 56208 Angela Saunders  
 56208@kent.pnn.police.uk

Medway Council 01634 306000

MC Emergency  01634 304400 
(out of hours service)

Environment Agency Hotline 0800 807 060
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Useful Contact Numbers 

 www.cmtrust.co.uk

Chatham Maritime Food & Drink Festival

26th to 28th May  
The 3-day Chatham Maritime Food & Drink 
Festival held alongside Basin 2 at Chatham 
Maritime. A wide range of locally produced 
food and drink will be on offer alongside 
plenty of entertainment. The Dragon Boat 
Race Challenge, organised by Medway 
Sunlight Rotary Club will be the main focus 
on the Sunday – a great team event and 
spectacle for visitors. 

Dickens Festival

2nd to 3rd June  
Dickens Festival in Rochester celebrates the 
life and work of Charles Dickens. The festival 
takes place in Rochester High Street from 
10am to 6pm – street entertainment, 
parades, music and a lot more… 

Armed Forces Day

30th June  
Armed Forces Day in Gillingham at the Great 
Lines Heritage Park from 11am to 4.30pm. 
This is a free public event organised by 
Medway Council in conjunction with the 
Royal School of Military Engineering. 

Activities will include have-a-go displays 
from the Armed Forces, a Royal Engineer 
Trades Village, drive a military digger, 
helicopters fly-in, children’s assault course, 
Army bridge building, competition, laser 
range, naval forces display area, historic 
military vehicles and displays, funfair and a 
lot more. For further information visit  
www.armedforcesday.org.uk/event/medway-
armed-forces-day-celebrations-4/ 

Diary Dates 2018

For details of local events visit www.visitmedway.org

If you wish to be kept informed of what is going on across the estate (maintenance, events, 
lectures, roadworks etc.) and in the vicinity then sign up to the weekly e-publication the  
‘Friday Flyer’ via the website or send your details to info@cmtrust.co.uk.

Kent County Show

6th to 8th July  
Kent County Show featuring the Household 
Cavalry Mounted Regiment, a Spitfire 
display and Titan the robot. This is held at 
the Detling Showground, Maidstone and 
is an event for the whole family.  
For further details visit  
www.kentshowground.co.uk 

Will Adams Festival

8th September  
Will Adams Festival takes place at 
Gillingham Park from 11am to 4.30pm. 
This annual event celebrates the life of 
Will Adams. For further information 
visit www.enjoymedway.org/events/
will-adams-festival-2018

Planting Day

Saturday 6th October  
Planting Day from 11am on West 
Bund, St. Mary’s Island; all residents 
welcome. 


