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Who’s Who in The Observatory

In brief
Johnathan Sadler  
Chief Executive

Jonathan is the Chief Executive of the Trust responsible for the 
Trust’s role at Chatham Maritime and its funding.
01634 891888 
ceo@cmtrust.co.uk

Jonathan Sadler

In his new role as Residential Services Officer Grant deals with 
covenant and consents, re-mortgages and is the main point of 
contact for St. Mary’s Island residents.
01634 793943 / 07867 507187 
grantleathwhite@cmtrust.co.uk

Grant Leathwhite

Dean is the Contracts, Procurement & Facilities Manager, 
responsible for all aspects of contract procurement  
and management.
01634 793942 
deanmarsh@cmtrust.co.uk

Dean Marsh

Peter is the Finance Manager & Company Secretary 
responsible for managing the Trust’s finance function and 
related professional services such as banking and audit.
01634 793944 
peterhall@cmtrust.co.uk 

Peter Hall

Elona is the Trust Administrator/PA to Chief Executive 
focusing on supporting the CEO and Trustees.
01634 793945 
elonawalker@cmtrust.co.uk

Elona Walker

Lynsey is a member of the AAT. She is 
responsible for collecting rentcharge 
payments, credit control and payroll.
01634 793946 
lynseykember@cmtrust.co.uk

Lynsey Kember

Is a Community Centre 
Administrator. Nicole works closely 
with Vanessa assisting in all 
aspects of hiring the facility.
01634 890072 
nicolebarrett@cmtrust.co.uk

Nicole Barrett
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Is the Community Centre Team Leader.  
Vanessa oversees hiring of the facility 
along with day-to-day operations  
with Nicole. 
01634 890072 
vanessajarmak@cmtrust.co.uk

Vanessa Jarmak

IN BRIEF

Behaving ethically

Acting with integrity

Always providing a high standard of service

Treating others with respect

At Chatham Maritime Trust  
we pride ourselves in:

It’s been a busy summer with the Chatham Maritime 
Food and Drink Festival (organised by Chatham 
Maritime Trust) attracting its largest crowd, 30,000 
visitors over the 3 days and the Dutch Raid celebrations 
with their amazing fireworks (staged by Medway 
Council) taking place. 

We have a new team member – Carl Davies, who is the new 
Estates Officer. His face maybe familiar to some residents as 
he has assisted on the estate before so he knows his way 
around! Carl will be spending most of his time out and about 
across the estate maintaining a high visual presence and 
supporting the estates team. 

Chatham Maritime Trust had its 20th birthday this year and 
one of our team, Elona Walker, marked 20 years with the 
organisation joining way back in May 1997. She has certainly 
witnessed a lot of changes during that time and to this day 
the estate continues to be developed; change is part of the 
landscape. Three Trustees, including David Taylor, who most 
of you will know, also celebrated 10 years on the CMT Board 
and I thank the Trustees for their guidance and hard work. 

Pier 5 is now a hub of activity with several new openings – 
the new Shepherd Neame Pier 5 Kitchen and Bar and 
Hancocks American Restaurant and Bar. 

Medway Council have approved ‘with conditions’ the 
application for the Machine Shop No. 8, the metal framed 
structure near Dockside Outlet Centre, which is to be turned 
into a leisure facility. Also, the ‘reserved matters’ planning 
application for the redevelopment of Colonial House has been 
approved by Medway Council for a residential development. 
Preparation for demolition of the site started in October. 

We would like to thank those residents that attended the 
bulb planting day on the Central West Bund in October. The 
weather may have been overcast but residents tackled the 
task with enthusiasm, keen to get the job done. The planting 
was in yellow in support of Marie Curie; we look forward to 
seeing a profusion of colour in the spring. 

On the Saturday before the October storm Brian blew in 
Medway Sunlight Rotary planted 3,000 purple crocuses on 
the Stones Roundabout in recognition of the ‘End Polio Now’ 
Campaign. Our thanks to the team at  
Turfsoil for preparing the soil  
for planting. 

Planning Consent Reminder: There are no permitted development rights on St. Mary’s Island, this means that if you want to build an extension, erect a 
conservatory or shed etc. then you need to apply for planning permission from Medway Council and Restrictive Covenant consent from the Trust. Do come 
and talk to us first. Grant is always happy to help. Information, including a guidance note on the Council’s planning process, is on the Trust’s website.
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Carl Davies is the new Estates Officer who will be maintaining a high visual presence across 
the estate in his new role. Carl is already familiar with the area as he has assisted with the 
Estate Officers role in the past so knows his way around! 

Carl will be spending most of his time out and about across the estate liaising with SMI residents 
and SoB occupiers ensuring that estate regulations are being adhered to and supporting the 
estates team in the office. Carl’s core hours of work are 7am to 4pm. 

Carl has an army background and has in recent years worked for Peel Ports and Ward Security. 
When he is not working he enjoys visiting vintage fairs and military events with his wife and 
trying to keep the garden free of weeds!

The Youth Club re-opened in September 
after the summer break welcoming a lot of 
new faces. Alan Parfett from Streetcops Trust 
presented the Club with a new pool table and 
electronic games which were hugely popular. 
The Club thanked the former PCSO, Helen 
Kristic, for encouraging the Club to make the 
application in the first place. 

Earlier this year the Club enjoyed the use of 
the school playing fields which was  

Carl is the new Estate Officer. Carl will provide a high visual 
presence across the estate.  
07787 292088.     
carldavies@cmtrust.co.uk.

Carl Davies

Play

Introducing our  
new Estates Officer

New equipment for St. Mary’s Island Youth Club

a real bonus whilst the usual activities were 
held in the Community Centre. 

Without the Youth Leader Rodney Parr, funded 
by Chatham Maritime Trust, and the dedicated 
group of amazing volunteers the Club would 
not be sustainable and so, if you feel able to 
give one Friday evening a month during 
School term time from 7pm 

until 9pm, please contact David Taylor on 
893447 or 07817 845402 to find out more. 

Picture shows David Taylor, Club Secretary, 
Alan Parfett, Streetcops Trust and Gubs  
Samrai, Club Treasurer. 
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St. Mary’s Island has recently experienced issues with youths on bikes 
causing a nuisance. This anti-social behaviour is taken seriously and 
Chatham Maritime Trust’s team (Ward Security, Estate Officer & PCSO) 
have been working with Kent Police to monitor and capture evidence. 

Chatham Maritime Trust is doing what it can but has limited powers to 
deal with these individuals; the Trust will continue to work with our 
partners to mitigate nuisance and for the best interest of the estate.

Residents who have concerns should phone the Police on 101.
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Live
St. Mary’s Island History Group had 
its inaugural meeting in February 2013 
attended by individuals living on St. 
Mary’s Island keen to research and 
document the history of the Island and 
the surrounding area. From that point 
the group has gone from strength to 
strength in a relatively short time. 

Regular meetings take place every two 
months (second Monday in the month) and a 
great deal of research is undertaken. The 
group is a member of the British Association 
for Local History which allows them access to 
a considerate amount of information. They 
also publish a newsletter as well booklets on 
the Dutch Raid, The Medway Hulks, 20 years 
of St. Mary’s Island exhibition and 1914 to 
2014 exhibition and their website continues  
to grow.  

In August this year the History Group 
presented a unique exhibition displaying 
photographs of the construction of the 
Chatham Dockyard Basins from the 1850s to 
beyond 1900. The scale of what was achieved 
mostly by hand, shovel and hammer was 
astounding. Included in their display were 
photographs of the remains of a ship 
discovered 40 feet down as they dug out the 
basin – amazing find!

Chatham Maritime Trust 
has updated it’s website.  
Feedback is welcome!

Work started on site for 
Expansion of St. Mary’s 
Island School during the 
October half-term holiday. 

Colonial Site. Preparation 
work for demolition of the 
site started in October. 

History in 
the making

For further information visit their website: www.stmarysislandhistorygroup.co.uk

If you would like to become a member of the group a membership  
form can be download from their website. Meetings usually  
include a guest speaker and contributions from members  
and visitors. Non-members are welcome for  
a fee of £2.00. 

Com
m

unitysupport
All applications must adhere to the charitable 
objectives as detailed in the Community Fund 
Grant Policy Terms & Conditions which can be 
found on the Trust’s website. 

If you think your project or organisation could 
benefit, then please email info@cmtrust.co.uk 
  with Community Fund in the subject title. 

Through its relatively small community fund the 
Trust continues to make a number of grants to 
assist local community projects/activities and has 
given its support recently to the following: 

Chatham Maritime Trust has been a long-term 
supporter of Morning Star Trust and in April 
this year funded two Easter voyages on 
Morning Star’s training yacht ‘Dayspring’  
(a 36ft Bermudan Sloop). Morning Star Trust is 
a sailing organisation; it’s primary aim is the 
personal and spiritual development of young 
people through the experience of sailing.  
On board the focus is on teamwork,  
life skills training, overcoming fears and 
building self-esteem. Morning Star Trust work 
hard to increase access to groups of 
unsupported individuals. 

One of these groups were members of 
Gillingham Sea Scouts who left from 
Chatham Marina on a Friday for a short sailing 
trip returning on Sunday. Deborah Sims, a 
Trustee of Chatham Maritime Trust, was in 
attendance together with Elona Walker to give 
their support and see them off. 
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Photographic Competition Winners 
In August the Trust launched a photographic competition covering four categories.  There were some fantastic entries, here are our winners!

The Family category received no entries and therefore declared null and void. Congratulations to the 
winners and thanks to all those who submitted entries. We would of course also like to thank our sponsors for the prizes:  
Arethusa (Shaftesbury Young People), the Copper Rivet Distillery and the Odeon Cinema at Chatham Maritime. 

As detailed in the Terms & Conditions, the Trust will use some of the photographs on its  
website and in other promotional material/publications. 

Fireworks 
by Jacob Browne from Redshank Road 

Winner received 4 sessions at the 
watersports centre at Basin 2  
Chatham Maritime 

St. Mary’s Island Basin Edge Properties
by Alan Bennett from Rivermead 

Winner received a tour and tasting at the Copper Rivet Distillery 

Basin 2 Seagull Madness
by Steve Gargano from Eastview as featured on the front cover of this newsletter

Winner received Odeon Tickets and a voucher 

Play
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Throughout the week I have  
learnt a lot and know most of the roles that are 
performed by the small team in the office.  
I didn’t realise how much CMT takes care of and does. 
Working with the team on a day-to-day basis has 
been enjoyable; a great experience and has opened 
my eyes to other opportunities.  

I enjoyed going out and about across the estate with 
Grant Leathwhite, the Residential Services Officer, 
looking at possible breaches to properties. I also 
experienced the parking problems that exist where 
cars are parked without permits on the 
commercial estate and got to issue some parking 
tickets. I also attended a site visit with the CEO, 
Jonathan Sadler, followed-up by a meeting about 
what they are planning for the future.  
I visited St. Mary’s Island Community Centre  
and got to see how it operated on a  
day-to-day basis. 

I wasn’t quite sure what to expect when I first 
arrived at CMT but after a couple of days  
I became more open minded about my future 
and this experience has taught me that there 
are opportunities out there to be explored. 

I would like to thank CMT for having me and 
for giving me such a good experience. 

I am a pupil at The Howard School currently 
studying BTEC Music, ICT and History as my 
chosen options. I picked Chatham Maritime Trust 
(CMT) for my work experience as I thought it 
would be interesting and outside of something 
that I would normally be comfortable doing.  
I also thought that it could lead me to different 
opportunities for the future.

Samuel Earle

Alex Evans who was our Work 
Experience placement in 2016 is now 
studying Event Management at 
Southampton Solent University; he has 
settled into university life and is 
thoroughly enjoying his course. Alex will 
be returning to us next year for further 
work experience. 

Chatham Maritime Trust is working with 
Medway Education Business Partnership 
again this year and has already secured a 
Work Experience Placement for June 2018.

On Saturday 7th October a number of residents turned out for the annual bulb planting day 
which this year focused on the colour yellow celebrating the work of Marie Curie.  

Representatives from Chatham Maritime Trust, Medway Sunlight Rotary and Turfsoil 
joined residents to plant 60,000 bulbs on the Central West Bund.  We look forward to seeing 
a profusion of colour in the spring. 

Community Planting Day

Live
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Copper Rivet Goes from Strength to Strength

In May this year the distillery was awarded a 
Double Gold for its VELA Vodka at the 17th 
San Francisco World Spirits Competition; just 
six months after first distillation. The Double 
Gold designation is awarded to the very few 
entries that receive Gold medal ratings by all 
members of the judging panel. First distilled 
in late 2016, using a recipe created by Head 
Distiller Abishek Banik, the vodka is made 
with 100% Kentish grains grown on the  
Isle of Sheppey. This is a great achievement 
to have won such an award so soon after the 
first distillation and is recognition of a  
great product. 

In June 2017 the Master of the Worshipful 
Company of Distillers, Richard Watling, gave 
his Company’s seal of approval for the 
distillery – its ingredients and spirits. 

The power to carry out inspections of 
distilleries within 31 miles of the City of 
London was granted to the Worshipful 
Company by King James 2nd by his Royal 
Charter in 1687. The right to exercise public 
inspections or searches of distillers’  
premises was one of the most powerful tools 
of the Company, designed to search out poor 
quality, illicit distillers or interlopers. Four 
times a year, the Master would conduct the 
inspection wearing his Livery Gown, 
preceded by the Beadle, carrying the staff of 
office. The Company’s officers would 
assemble in different parts of the City and, 
with an element of high drama, would travel 

the streets, going from ‘still’ room to ‘dram’ 
shop testing measures and tasting samples 
from each. Fines were issued for offences 
such as short measures or ‘foul and  
weak wares’. 

In September 2017 the Copper Rivet Distillery 
won three silver medals at the International 
Wine & Spirit Competition held in London.  
It was also shortlisted for the Kent Tourism 
2017 Hidden Gem award, sponsored by 
South Eastern. The distillery is involved in lots 
of events throughout Kent to the end of the 

Since opening the family-owned Copper Rivet 
Distillery continues to go from strength to 
strength; so much recognition in so little time! 

year. You can keep abreast of what  
they are up to on facebook.com/
copperrivetdistillery and on twitter  
@rivetdistillery  

Due to popular demand the Visitor Centre and 
Bar are now open seven days a week so you 
can pop in for a G&T or indulge in one of their 
classic cocktails. For further information visit 
their website www.copperrivetdistillery.com 

McGuires Fine Foods located in Pump House 
No. 5 stocks a great range of locally sourced 
deli products and a tasty selection of cakes 
and pastries. It is also an inviting space for 
refreshment and a bite to eat.  
Check out their menu and see what’s on  
offer www.mcguiresfinefoods.co.uk 

Copper Rivet Team
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Chatham Maritime Trust 01634 891888

  @CMTrust   
  Chatham-Maritime-Trust-240934882728615

Security 01634 890292

Community Centre 01634 890072

Doctor’s Surgery 01634 890712

Pharmacy 01634 891207

St. Mary’s Island School:  01634 891050 
www.st-marys-island-cofe- 
primary-school.co.uk

Fen Pest Control 01580 754839

Odeon Filmline 0871 2244607

John Bloor 01634 893953 
Leader for Island Church 
 johnbloor58@virginmedia.com 

SMI Residents Association (SMIRA)  
 admin@smira.info www.smira.info 
  @SMIResAssn   
  St. Mary’s Island Residents Association 

Official Group

CML After-sales:  01732 747010

CML Customer Care team: 
 customerservice.cs1.countryside@cpplc.com 
Out of hours emergency 0845 245 8260 
 0845 140 0339

Chatham Historic Dockyard 01634 823800

Carl Davies 07787 292088 
Estate Officer

Grant Leathwhite 07867 507187 
Residential Services Officer

Christopher Harrison 07984 917654 
Community Warden, Medway Council 
 christopher.harrison@medway.gov.uk

River Ward Councillors 
Cllr Habib Tejan 07985 169598/01634 891046 
 habib.tejan@live.co.uk @HabibTejan

Cllr Andrew Mackness 07970 734105 
 andrewmackness@live.co.uk 
@andrewmackness.

Kent Police Emergency 999

Non-emergency 101

Crimestoppers 0800 555111 
Anti-Terrorist Number  0800 789321

Medway Council 01634 306000

MC Emergency  01634 304400 
(out of hours service)

Homes & Communities 0300 1234 500 
Agency
Environment Agency Hotline 0800 807 060
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Useful Contact Numbers 

 www.cmtrust.co.uk

Friday 1 December
St. Mary’s Island Residents’ Association 
(SMIRA) is holding its AGM at 7.30pm at the 
Community Centre. All St. Mary’s Island 
residents are invited to attend. Formal notice 
and details of the meeting will be sent to 
Members in advance. There will be 
presentations from: 

Jonathan Sadler: CEO of Chatham Maritime 
Trust. Jonathan will provide an update on 
various issues such as covenant enforcement 
and security and plans going forward. 

Johanna Dickson: Waste Development 
Manager at Medway Council. Johanna will be 
talking about recycling – what they do with  
it – how much of it they do and Christmas 
collection arrangements. She will also tell  
us how to complain if we are not happy  
with them. 

Matthew Scott: Kent Police & Crime 
Commissioner. Matthew will be speaking 
about what measures and initiatives he has 
already taken and what he plans for 
improving policing in Kent.  

Inspector Rachel Harris: Head of Kent 
Police Community Safety Unit. Rachel is 
based at Medway Police Station and 
will be talking about how they are 
tackling anti-social behaviour 
(youths on bikes) and 
how residents can 
help them to 
combat it.

Diary Dates

For details of local events visit www.visitmedway.org

Sunday 17th December 2017
Christmas Cracker Reindeer Run –  
a family fun run  
For further details  
www.sportingeventsuk.com/enterevent/
christmas-cracker-10K-5K

Sunday 8th April 2018
Chatham Maritime 10K run  
For further details www.sportingeventsuk.
com/enterevent/chatham-maritime-10k

Saturday 26th to Monday 28th May 2018
Chatham Maritime Food & Drink Festival   

SMIRA meeting dates (held Tuesdays at 7pm 
in the Community Centre) for 2018: 

• 16th January
• 27th February
• 10th April
• 22nd May

The AGM will be held on Friday 7th 
December at 7.30pm. All residents  
are welcome to attend.

• 3rd July
• 14th August
• 25th September
• 6th November

Brian Portway from  
St. Mary’s Island History Group. 
Brian’s presentation titled ‘The Building of 
the Basins’ which today is made up of the 
Marina, Watersports Centre and Chatham 
Docks. Brian will be showing recently 
discovered original photographs that were 
taken in the 19th century.  

Each presentation will take less than  
15 minutes followed by a Question & 
Answer session.

Friday 15th December

Carols at the Ship & Trades 

at 7.30pm 

Sunday 17th 

December

Carol service outside 

St. Mary’s Island 

Community Centre at 

6.30pm 

Saturday 23rd December

Messy Church Crib Service at 4pm 

Sunday 24th December

Family Carol Service at 11am and 

Midnight Communion at 11pm

If you wish to be kept informed of what is going on across the estate (maintenance, events, 
lectures, roadworks etc.) and in the vicinity then sign up to the weekly e-publication the  
‘Friday Flyer’ via the website or send your details to info@cmtrust.co.uk.
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