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Who’s Who in The Observatory

In brief
Johnathan Sadler,  
Interim Chief Executive

Jonathan Sadler is the Interim Chief Executive of the 
Trust responsible for the Trust’s role at Chatham 
Maritime and its funding.
01634 891888 
ceo@cmtrust.co.uk

Jonathan Sadler

Grant Leathwhite is the Estates 
Officer and will provide on the 
ground monitoring working closely 
with Ward Security and the PCSO.
01634 793943 / 07867 507187 
grantleathwhite@cmtrust.co.uk

Grant Leathwhite

Dean Marsh is the Contracts, Procurement & Facilities 
Manager, responsible for all aspects of contract 
procurement and management.
01634 793942 
deanmarsh@cmtrust.co.uk

Dean Marsh

Peter Hall is the Finance Manager & Company 
Secretary responsible for managing the Trust’s 
finance function and related professional 
services such as banking and audit.
01634 793944 
peterhall@cmtrust.co.uk 

Peter Hall

Elona Walker is the Trust Administrator/PA 
to Chief Executive focusing on supporting 
the CEO and Trustees.
01634 793945 
elonawalker@cmtrust.co.uk

Elona Walker

Lynsey Kember is a member of the AAT. She 
is responsible for collecting rentcharge 
payments, credit control and payroll.
01634 793946 
lynseykember@cmtrust.co.uk

Lynsey Kember

Is a Community Centre Administrator. 
Nicole works closely with Vanessa 
assisting in all aspects of hiring the facility.
01634 890072 
nicolebarrett@cmtrust.co.uk

Nicole Barrett
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Is the Community Centre Team Leader. 
Vanessa oversees hiring of the facility along 
with day-to-day operations with Nicole. 
01634 890072 
vanessajarmk@cmtrust.co.uk

Vanessa Jarmak
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Behaving ethically

Acting with integrity

Always providing a high standard of service

Treating others with respect

At Chatham Maritime Trust  
we pride ourselves in:

The last few months have seen major 
investments in the commercial areas of the 
Chatham Maritime Estate all adding hugely to the 
vitality of the area. The Ship and Trades pub has 
benefitted from a £1M refit and the Copper Rivet 
Distillery has opened in Pump House 5 (I was 
lucky enough to sample their first batch of gin!). 
Before Christmas a new deli and café is planned 
to open at the other end of the Pump House 
(planning permitting) and Flip Out, the new 
trampoline centre above Starbucks, opens  
in November.

On St Mary’s Island the Trust have taken 
ownership of the landscaping along Island Way 
East and West and our contractors, Turf Soil, have 
been busy upgrading the planting, this will 
continue into the spring. The Trust are now the 
custodians of most of the landscaping on SMI, 
including the bunds and Riverside Walk and we 
are in discussions with Barratt, Redrow and 
Countryside about taking ownership of the rest.

Parking as ever remains a problem on SMI, and 
whilst many residents look to the Trust for 
solutions, we have no jurisdiction over the roads. 
I was therefore pleased to see Medway Council 
undertake a parking survey and I understand 
around 300 residents responded. It will be 
interesting to see what proposals come forward.

As the weather turns decisively autumnal it was 
good to know that residents planted 40,000 
bulbs on the central bund and I look forward to 
seeing these bloom in spring.

Planning Consent Reminder:  There are no permitted 
development rights on St. Mary’s Island, this means 
that if you want to build an extension, erect a 
conservatory or shed etc. then you need to apply for 
planning permission from Medway Council and 
Restrictive Covenant consent from the Trust.   All the 
information, including a guidance note on the Council’s 
planning process, is on the Trust’s website (Live/
Restrictive Covenants/Alterations).



Work
Improved 
security with 
additional 
CCTV cameras

In 2016 held 
our biggest 
Food & Drink 
Festival

Estate Walk 
held 20th 
August and 
well attended 

Taken ownership 
of landscaping 
along Island Way 
& carried out 
improvements

Provided 
support to the 
Youth Club to 
get it re-opened 

On South of 
Basin introduced 
traffic calming 
measures on 
Central Avenue 

Maintain the 
historic Bell 
Mast for future 
generations 

Maintain Flood 
Defence Wall

Redressed 
the Petanque 
Court

Built a new 
footbridge 
across the 
caisson

Run St. Mary’s 
Island 
Community 
Centre with 
regular events

Supported 
work 
placements & 
apprenticeship

Shark Park 
Basketball 
court 
resurfaced 

Took further land 
transfers from the 
HCA to consolidate 
the Trust’s 
ownership of the 
estate

With the help  
of residents 
planted 40,000 
bulbs on 
Central Bund

Keeping you 
informed via: 
website, Maritime 
Messenger & 
Friday Flyer

Much of what the Trust does 
goes unnoticed by residents. 
Here are just some of the 
things that the Trust has 
achieved or is working on: 

In September the Trust took on the responsibility of 
maintaining Leviathan Way (South of Basin). The Trust’s 
team of contractors from Turfsoil Ltd have been working 
hard and already there is a big improvement. The team 
have also been working on the landscaped verges along 
Island Way East and Island Way West which recently 
transferred to the Trust. The area is looking so much 
better with positive comments being received from 
many residents. 

The initial work on the verges along the ring road will 
take some months to be completed. After that they can 
start looking at additional planting and restructuring to 
improve and raise the profile of the landscaped areas.

The landscaping on St. Mary’s Island is a key part of 
what makes the Island great.  The Trust are pleased to 
take over another significant part to maintain to a  
high standard. 
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The Youth Club re-opened on 
Friday 16th September at St. 
Mary’s Island Community Centre 
and runs from 7pm to 9pm on a 
Friday evening during term time. 
Children in Year 6 of St. Mary’s 
Island School can attend and 
remain members as long as  
they wish. 

The club offers a number of activities – 
table tennis, snooker, pool, craft and 
computer games as well as socialising  
and having fun with friends and  
other members. 

There is a £2 attendance charge and there 
is a Tuck Shop on site. 

If a child has a brother or sister who has 
missed out on the Youth Club because it 
was closed, then the club would welcome 
them also. 

Our community champion, David Taylor who 
is Chair of St. Mary’s Island Residents 
Association and a Trustee of Chatham 
Maritime Trust, started the club seven years 
ago. David will continue to deal with the 
administration and attending as a volunteer 
once a month but has passed the running 
of the club to Rod Parr, the new Youth  
Club Leader. 
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Youth Club 
re-opens 

Rod Parr, who has  
many years experience in youth work,  
is contracted by Chatham Maritime Trust via 
Medway Youth Trust and is sure to bring new 
ideas and organisational skills. Chatham 
Maritime Trust will continue to give its support 
to the Youth Club moving forward. 

Sufficient volunteers have allowed the club to 
re-open. However, if anyone is prepared to 
give up one night a month in term times only 
and/or feel that they could bring a skill or 
knowledge to offer to the club then David 
Taylor would welcome your call. He can be 
contacted on 01634 893447 or 07817 845402. 

The Trust wish the club every success and 
would like to thank those volunteers that have 
committed their time enabling it to be 
re-opened. It is hoped that this will become 
firmly established in the community again and 
well attended by Island children for pleasure 
and educational purposes. 

Play
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When my school told us 
that we had to select our 
own placement, I knew 
that I wanted to choose 
somewhere that would 
benefit me greatly.
I wanted to opt for a company that dealt with 
organisation and event management, and where 
better than the Chatham Maritime Trust. I’ll be honest, 
I was very nervous on my first day, walking into the 
office meeting everyone for the first time, but as soon 
as I walked through those doors, all my worries 
disappeared. I was greeted with open arms, I felt like I 
belonged there, a place that treated me like an adult and 
made me feel welcome. The thing that surprised me the 
most was that I was expecting to be greeted by a whole 
group of people, but instead I was greeted by 8 individuals 
that come together as a team to put 100% effort into 
running an organisation that always keeps them on their 
toes. Without them, the Trust wouldn’t be able to do what it 
does, huge credit to them. 

The first day, I went out on the estate with the Estate Officer 
Grant. He took time out of his day to show me the whole area 
so I could familiarise myself with it. We went round making sure 
that everything on the estate was running how it should be. Later 
in the day we returned to the office and I had the privilege of 
sitting in on my first meeting – a monthly contracts meeting; 
something that I knew nothing about but I learnt a lot in that 
session. Dean held the meeting, he told me to never feel nervous to 
ask any questions (something that was music to my ears) so I took 
that on board when sitting in that meeting. Something came up that I 
knew nothing about so Dean kindly explained it to me in a way that I 
would understand and I can now say that I know what Revetment 
work is. 

I spent time in the office writing a review of their website and 
newsletter; I felt honoured knowing that they wanted my input on 
something so important; it really made me feel like part of the team. Dean 
took me through all the planning and organisation that went into the Food 
and Drink Festival that was held annually. What impressed me the most 
was that Dean knew I wished to go on to University to study Events 
management, so he took time out of his day to show me all of the fine 
details that go into planning an event, from traffic management, to sorting 
out funding and sponsorship. I cannot thank him enough; I am now able to 
take that knowledge with me when I go on to University, knowledge that will 
stay with me for the rest of my life. 

My experience at Chatham Maritime Trust was one that I will never forget; I 
learnt things that will help me on my way to achieving my goals. A lot of people 
think that there are a whole bunch of people working in the office, when in fact 
there are only 8, 8 members of staff that put everything into their job and work 
together, who needs 50 office workers when you have 8 members with remarkable 
work ethic. I would just like to say a massive thank you to everyone at Chatham 
Maritime Trust for taking me in and showing me how everything works, I couldn’t be 
more grateful. Huge thank you to Grant for showing me round the estate, Dean for 
sitting me down and expanding my business understanding, Elona for sorting the 
whole placement out and putting it together. I would also like to say thank you to 
Jacqueline, Lynsey and Peter for always making sure I was ok and telling me to ask 
them for help if I needed it, it’s the small things like that, which make the Chatham 
Maritime Trust a truly fantastic organisation. 

by Alex Evans 

My work experience placement

at Chatham Maritime Trust
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Live
We would like to thank all those who took 
the time and effort to enter. Our first prize 
winners were Linda Smith for the best 
structural garden, Rosie Robertson for the 
best cottage garden, Heidi Shute for the best 
family garden and Kim Arthur for the most 

colourful garden. Being a winner 
came as a 

In the 2015 Winter edition of the Trust’s 
newsletter, we invited residents of St. Mary’s 
Island to enter their garden in a competition 
to find the most colourful, structural, family 
and cottage garden. 

complete surprise to Linda Smith as she 
knew nothing about it. Her grandchildren, 
aged 15 and 12, took the picture without her 
knowledge and submitted the entry. They 
received £100 of Dobbies vouchers and the 
runners-up in each category received an 
annual subscription to a Home or Garden 
magazine of their choice. 

On a tour of the Island the judges were 
impressed with other gardens that had not 
been entered into the competition and 
decided to award a discretionary prize to the 
one that impressed them the most. The 
winner was the front garden belonging to  
Mr & Mrs Bavister who also received  
Dobbies vouchers. 
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Approximately 50 people attended the community planting event on Saturday 8th October. It took 

several hours to plant the 40,000 red and blue bulbs on the Central East Bund – the colours of 

Help for Heroes. We would like to thank all those that participated in the event and look forward to 

a profusion of colour in the spring. 

Community Planting Day

Congratulations to all. The garden of one of our winners, Linda Arthur, also 
won her a prize to visit the Chelsea Flower show – read her article below. 

So five years of back-aching work later, we 
finally have a very full, jungly sanctuary, both 
for us and the wildlife. Yes I know Alan 
Titchmarsh could probably have done it in 
three days!

Then in May I saw the “Little Garden Awards” 
competition, run by the Chelsea Flower Show 
sponsors, M&G Investments. The prize: 
tickets to Chelsea and to meet garden 
designer Cleve West on his gold medal-
winning garden for M&G. I’ve always wanted 
to go to Chelsea, so I sent in a photo of the 

Competition win 
that took me to the 
Chelsea Flower Show

garden. A week later, whilst stuck in an awful 
traffic jam at the Dartford Tunnel with hubby 
and mum, I received an email on my mobile 
from M&G… “Congratulations!” it said, 
“You’ve won!” – I read it aloud – we were all 
ecstatic! Certainly took the edge of the  
traffic jam!

I took my sister Carole with me to Chelsea, 
and we had a great day admiring the 
beautiful gardens and artwork, and Cleve 
was delightful… we even got a glimpse of 
Joe Swift and Monty Don in the flesh!  
So at last, I made it to Chelsea… and I 
cannot wait to go again.

After spending 17 years transforming our 
last garden, five years ago we moved to 
a new build on St Mary’s Island. Our new 
garden was, obviously, completely 
bare… so our mission was to create 
oasis no.3.
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Long awaited 
walkway re-opens

The walkway between Basin 1 and Basin 2  

has been reopened by the Chatham Maritime Trust 

having been closed for several years. It provides a safe 

and more direct route for St Mary’s Island residents to 

access the rest of Chatham Maritime.

The new walkway which rests on top of the old Caisson owned by 
Peel Ports was officially opened with a ceremony on the 10th 
August when Leslie James, a St. Mary’s Island Residents’ 
Association Director, cut the ribbon to mark its official opening. 
David Taylor, Chairman of SMIRA, and Andrew Mackness, 
Chairman of Chatham Maritime Trust, was also in attendance 
together with a good number of Island residents and 
representatives from associated agencies, i.e. HCA, Countryside 
Maritime Ltd and Marina Developments Ltd. 

Chatham Maritime’s interim Chief Executive 
Jonathan Sadler said “ I am delighted the Trust has 

been able to facilitate the opening of this walkway 
which provides a vital link from St. Mary’s Island to 
the rest of Chatham Maritime. The Trust has paid for 

the construction of the walkway and railings allowing 
residents to once again use this much quicker and 
safer route.”

David Taylor, Chairman of St. Mary’s Island Residents 
Association said “ I want to express my particular thanks 
to Chatham Maritime Trust, who headed up the 

protracted negotiations with Peel Ports in securing the 
licence that made this possible and went on to 
finance the construction of the new walkway and 

its ongoing maintenance.” 
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Bob has lived in the Thames Gateway 
region all his adult life and is a former 
Chairman of the Thames Gateway (Kent) 
Chamber of Commerce. He is currently 
Chairman of the Dobson Trust – a 
Gillingham based charity providing relief 
for disadvantaged elderly people and 
also a Governor of Mid Kent College. 

Live

Introducing Bob Russell – new Trustee

Bob is also the man behind the new Copper 
Rivet Craft Distillery which opened in October 
at Pump House No. 5; his sons, Matthew and 
Stephen, are also involved in the project so a 
real family affair. 

Bob lives in Rainham with his wife Ann and 
beside his two sons, he has a daughter 
Georgina and eight grandchildren. He is a 
keen supporter at Gillingham Football Club. 

Bob is the Chairman of Beams International Ltd, which he founded in 1997 having 

set-up and run a number of other businesses within the Wine and Spirit sector since 

1980. Beams designs and sells Food and Beverage gift products, to supermarkets 

and department stores throughout the UK.
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Following a three-month refurbishment and expansion project earlier this year 
costing £1.2 million, the Ship & Trades was officially re-opened on the 22nd June 2016. 
The official ceremony was performed by Kelly Tolhurst, MP for Rochester and Strood and 
a Trustee of Chatham Maritime Trust; local dignitaries, businesses and customers were 
also in attendance. 

The programme of works included a new glass extension creating additional seating and 
dining space, en-suite rooms added to the first floor, two with waterfront balconies with 
great views over the marina. All the rooms received a makeover refurbished in a 
contemporary, elegant style. The outside area was also improved to include new 
undercover seating with heaters. 

A new feature is the new glass fronted cellar. Shepherd Neame’s  
significant investment also created 20  
new jobs at the site. 

Work

A new look 
for the Ship  
& Trades

To mark the occasion Jonathan Neame presented David Taylor (a Member of the Medway 
Sunlight Rotary Club, Chairman of SMIRA, Chatham Maritime Trust Trustee and community 
champion) with a cheque for £500. This money was donated to support Community First 
Responders, volunteers in the local community trained to respond to emergency calls 
with the local ambulance service. 

Parking
Chatham Maritime Trust continues to receive 
complaints about parking on St. Mary’s Island. 
We would like to remind residents that the roads 
on St. Mary’s Island are not and never have 
been in the ownership of Chatham Maritime 
Trust. The only Restrictive Covenant that relates 
to parking applies to driveways; it is not 
relevant to the roads. Chatham Maritime Trust 
has no jurisdiction over the roads and is 
therefore unable to assist with parking issues 
or complaints. 

The roads, until adopted by Medway Council, 
remain in the ownership of the developer, i.e. 
Countryside, Barratts and Redrow. The main 
ring road, Island Way East and Island Way 
West, has already been adopted by the 
Council. 

Only when the roads are transferred to 
Medway Council and adopted as public 
highway will Medway Council via bye-laws 
and traffic regulation orders have the 
authority to enforce parking restrictions. 
The same applies to speeding on the 
Island. 

As well as the main ring road some of the 
roads have already been adopted on the 
Island; these are detailed in the Trust’s 
website under About Us / Land 
Management. 

Residents will be aware that in 
September Medway Council sent out a 
parking survey to all households on the 
Island and we would like to thank 
those residents that took the time and 
trouble to participate in the survey.  

We would ask all residents to consider 
their neighbours when parking. Do 
not block driveways and junctions 
and do not park up on the pavement 
thus blocking access for those with 
prams and wheelchairs. 
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The School of Music and Fine Art at the 
University of Kent has a new programme of 
autumn events including lunchtime concerts, 
masterclasses and the popular events at  
Liberty Quays. 

For events and programme of 
Visiting Artists go to:  
www.kent.ac.uk/smfa/events

Diary Dates
For details of local events visit www.visitmedway.orgWednesday 30th November & Wednesday 

7th December – 11.30 to 13.00 held in the 
Galvanising Shop Performance space. 

Undergraduate Lunchtime 
Concert 

Students studying performance in the School of 
Music and Fine Art present pieces from a range 
of musical traditions. 

This event is free but booking is required  
as above. 

Tuesday 13th December – 12.00 to 13.00 held in 
the Galvanising Shop Performance Space .

SMFA Ensemble concert 
This event is free but booking is required as above. 

Wednesday 14th December – 19.30 at the Royal 
Dockyard Church, Chatham Historic Dockyard 

Festive Concert performed by University of 

Kent Choir & Orchestra (Medway) 

The festive programme will include Vaughan Williams’ 
Fantasia on Christmas Carols for Baritone Solo, Chorus 
and Orchestra plus songs and orchestral pieces from a 
range of musical traditions. 

Tickets sold on behalf of University of Kent Choir & 
Orchestra (Medway) via:  
www.kent.ac.uk/smfa/events.html

Thursday 15th December – 20.00 ‘til late at the Cargo 
Bar, Liberty Quays 

Bands from the School of Music & Fine Art perform sets  
of original material and covers. These events have a  
great atmosphere and are hugely popular. 

This event is free to attend and no booking 
is required. 

Performance of Haydn’s Nelson Mass
Wednesday 5th April – 19.30 at The Royal Dockyard Church in Chatham 
Historic Dockyard

This performance celebrates the historic connections between the Historic 
Dockyard Chatham and Britain’s great naval figure, Admiral Horatio 
Lord Nelson. This is one of Haydn’s most well-known choral 
works. It was written in1878 when his music was all 
the rage and explores the anxieties caused by 
the Napoleonic wars.

Looking ahead to 2017…

The developer, Countryside Maritime, has started work on the new 
independent living centre with anticipated completion by March 2018. 
The 62 unit centre will be owned and run by Amicus Horizon and will have 
a ground floor restaurant and hairdressers that will be open to the public. 

The new Medway Council Community Warden is Christopher Harrison. 
Christopher has worked for Medway Council for nearly nine years; prior to 
moving to River Ward he worked in Rochester South and Horsted.  
His contact details are; Mobile: 07984 917654 and  
Email: christopher.harrison@medway.gov.uk. Christopher will liaise 
regularly with SMIRA, the PCSO and the Trust to ensure that Chatham 
Maritime is a safe and good community in which  
to live. 

Cardy, the contractor working on the construction of the new GK Unions 
student hub went into administration in the summer. A new contractor, Kier, 
is in place to take over the work. It is anticipated that the new  
facility will now open in January 2017. 

Look out for details of the Trust’s annual survey – details 
will be posted on the Trust’s website and in the weekly 
e-publication The Friday Flyer. 

     The meetings are held at the  
            Community Centre at 7pm. The  
    SMIRA meetings are preceded by a 
residents’ surgery which usually takes place 
from 6-6.45pm. A Ward Councillor and 
representatives from Chatham Maritime 
Trust, Moat Housing and SMIRA are present 
to answer questions and help residents with 
any issues they may have. From 5-7pm PCSO 
Helen Kristic will be holding a Police Surgery 
in the Community Centre office for residents 
who wish to discuss any issues. 

For details of local events visit www.medway.
org. Take a look at www.creatabot.co.uk – a 
Medway based project promoting creative 
workshops and events. 

2017 meeting dates  
for St. Mary’s Island  

Residents Association 
10th January, 21st February, 4th April, 16th May,  

27th June, 8th August, 19th September and  
31st October The AGM will be held on the 1st December. 

SMIRA
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Chatham Maritime Trust 01634 891888
Security 01634 890292
Community Centre 01634 890072
Doctor’s Surgery 01634 890712
Pharmacy 01634 891207
School 01634 891050
Fen Pest Control 01580 754839
Odeon Filmline 0871 2244607
John Bloor 01634 893953 
New Leader for Island Church 
 johnbloor58@virginmedia.com 
SMI Residents Association (SMIRA)  
 admin@smira.info www.smira.info
CML After-sales:  01732 747010
CML Customer Care team: 
 customerservice.cs1.countryside@cpplc.com 
Out of hours emergency 0845 245 8260 
 0845 140 0339
Chatham Historic Dockyard 01634 823800
Grant Leathwhite 07867 507187 
Estate Officer
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Diary Dates
For details of local events visit www.visitmedway.org

Useful Contact Numbers 
Christopher Harrison 07984 917654 
New Community Warden, Medway Council 
 christopher.harrison@medway.gov.uk
River Ward Councillors 
Cllr Habib Tejan 07973 123614/01634 841108 
 habib.tejan@live.co.uk @HabibTejan
Cllr Andrew Mackness 07970 734105 
 andrewmackness@live.co.uk 
@andrewmackness.
PCSO Helen Kristic (on duty) 07929 047198 
 helen.kristic@kent.pnn.police.uk
Kent Police Emergency 999
Non-emergency 101
Crimestoppers 0800 555111
Medway Council 01634 306000
MC Emergency  01634 304400 
(out of hours service)
Homes & Communities 0300 1234 500 
Agency

Environment Agency Hotline 0800 807 060

 www.cmtrust.co.uk
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St. Mary’s Island School: www.st-marys-island-cofe-primary-school.co.uk

St Mary’s Island Church 
Services 

Friday 16 December 

7.00pm Carol singing with the Salvation 
Army Band outside the Ship and Trades

Sunday 18 December 

11.00am Christmas Christingle Family 
Service

Sunday 18 December 

6.30pm (meeting at the School)  
outside carol service (subject to weather) 

Christmas Eve, Saturday 24 December 

4.00pm Messy Church Crib Service 

Christmas Eve, Saturday 24 December

11.00pm Holy Communion

Christmas Day, Sunday 25 December

11.00am Christmas Day Service

Ernie Mann has decided to stand down from 
leading the church so the new contact is 
John Bloor. He can be reached on 01634 
893953 or email: johnbloor58@
virginmedia.com

New Year’s Eve Party –  
31st December 2016 
St. Mary’s Island residents, their family and friends can 
dance their way into 2017 at the New Year’s Eve party 
at St. Mary’s island Community Centre. The party starts at 
7.30 pm. Tickets are limited and sold on a first come first 
served basis. Tickets are priced at £7 for adults and £5 for 
children. For more information or to obtain a ticket call 
Martine on 07976 575914 or Cara on 07885 410313.


